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As we close out another great year at Friends of the National Arboretum, we are grateful 
to you for your friendship and continued support. Your investment has fueled FONA’s 
growth, and we appreciate the trust you put in our team and in our partnership with the 
U.S. National Arboretum.

As FONA grows in strength, so does the Arboretum. With more than 660,000 visitors 
each year, the Arboretum’s 451 acres of greenspace and gardens in northeast Washington 
are critical to the health and well-being of our community. As the Arboretum’s primary 
private partner, FONA provides important opportunities year-round for people to form a 
connection with nature and science at the Arboretum.

Some highlights from 2022 include: 
•	 FONA’s Events—10,000+ people enjoyed FONA’s public events such as the Garden 

Fair, Fall Festival and Bulb Sale, Forest Bathing, ARTboretum children’s activities, 
Movie in the Meadow, and 5K runs.

•	 Students and teachers—7,000+ students and teachers from Title 1 schools got their 
hands dirty learning about food, nature, and science through our award-winning 
Washington Youth Garden education programs.

•	 Food donations—7,500+ pounds of fresh vegetables grown in our Washington 
Youth Garden were donated to local families, providing nourishing meals for many.

As a champion of FONA, your support helps FONA bring joy, health, and happiness 
to many, many people! Looking ahead to 2023, FONA and the Arboretum are work-
ing together on a plan to further enhance and strengthen the Arboretum. Our goal is to 
ensure that all visitors enjoy an excellent experience while strengthening our community 
and local economy.

The future is bright at FONA and at the Arboretum, and we are so glad that you are a 
part of it. We look forward to staying in touch, and we welcome your thoughts, com-
ments, and insights!

Warm wishes,

FROM THE BOARD CHAIR & 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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PARDON ME FOR 
TURNING ONE of 
Benjamin Frank-
lin’s aphorisms into 
a literal statement. 
Hedges and fences 
are necessary com-
ponents of many 

landscapes, such as farmers’ fields, private 
urban gardens, and federal property.

The physical and mental health benefits 
of a walk in the woods are obvious. As 
little as twenty minutes in nature, away 
from our devices and worldly concerns, 
has been shown to significantly decrease 
levels of stress hormones. So ensuring 
access to a green space like the National 
Arboretum is essential for a community’s 
well-being. However, we need to ensure 
the safety of our public resources. After 
all, we are first and foremost a collections-
based and a science-based public garden. 
So, we love our neighbors, but we main-
tain our fences.

This spring we will begin replacing 

our ornamental perimeter fence. The 
original cast-iron fence and knee-wall 
along M Street, Bladensburg Road, and 
the R Street–Arboretum neighborhood is 
showing its age. Compromised by time, 
accidents, and vandals, the fence will be 
replaced with a similar, but more afford-
able and repairable black aluminum fence. 
The fence will be a minimum of eight feet 
high, with pickets on four-inch centers to 
minimize access by deer. The fence will be 
moved to our actual property line on New 
York Avenue, and the obsolete gate will 
be removed. The internal eight-foot buffer 
will be restored to shield the fence line 
from encroaching vegetation.

The design for our Bladensburg Road 
entrance will be finalized this year. The 
new entrance is a critical need for the 
Arboretum and our community to direct 
traffic away from the R Street gate and 
the Arboretum neighborhood. This will 
provide a closer entrance for the neighbor-
hoods west of the Arboretum, like Trini-
dad. Unfortunately, we can’t begin until 

funding is secured for actual construction. 
Our funding is appropriated by Con-
gress, and only Congress can authorize 
construction projects of this scope, so for 
now, this project is on hold.

We love our neighbors, but fences and 
gates are necessary. We would love to 
see the R Street gate’s pedestrian access 
restored and a completely new M Street 
gate to connect with our friends to the 
south. This will take significant funding 
to navigate through Section 106 review, 
environmental assessments, and review 
by the Commission of Fine Arts and the 
National Capital Planning Commission. 
And additional funding is necessary to 
operate, staff, and maintain it. We hope 
you love us too, and recognize that a pub-
lic treasure like the National Arboretum 
needs connected and committed friends 
to champion our efforts.

All the best,
Richard T. Olsen, Director 
The United States National Arboretum

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR 

“Love your neighbor; yet don’t pull down your hedge.”

FILM WINS AWARD
One of the ways we 
celebrated the Wash-
ington Youth Garden’s 
50th anniversary was 
with a short film. The 
filmmakers submit-
ted it to The Anthem 
Awards and we are 
thilled to share that it 
won an award in the 
“Diversity, Equity & 
Inclusion—Commu-
nity Space” category!
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The Garden Club of America (GCA) collabo-
rated with the Arboretum to build the GCA 
Planting, dedicated in 1950 in commemoration 
of the 150th Anniversary of the founding of 
Washington, D.C. with a bronze plaque at the 
GCA Circle. The collection was initially planted 
with Cryptomeria, camellias, and ornamental 
plants from around the world that were rarely 
found in this region’s gardens. As the collection 
evolved over the decades, it was refocused on 
Asian plants from the Arboretum’s collecting 
expeditions and expanded, and the GCA Circle 
became the central hub that unified the various 
parts of the new Asian Collections.

Asian Valley has a stone-lined watercourse 
at the bottom of a natural ravine leading down 
to the Anacostia River and a seep near the top of 
the valley is planted with bog primroses (Primula 
japonica). Curved benches offer visitors a place 
to rest with a dramatic view, and the Stewartia 
sinensis planted in the middle of the circle 
provides interest in every season, with its white 
flowers with gold tufts of stamens in late spring, 
vibrant fall foliage, and coppery bark.

Mrs. Dorothy Kidder, a benefactor and stead-
fast champion of the Asian Collections, often 
visited to check on the garden’s development. 
She left an estate gift to FONA that will help 
fund scholarly study of Asian plants. The garden 
space along the floor of Asian Valley is under 
redevelopment and will soon serve as a home for 
newly acquired Asian plants.

Beyond the picturesque views of the Anacostia River, the stalwart flowers of camellias blooming  
in winter, and the endless variety of flowers, leaves, and bark textures, the Asian Collections are a 
genetic resource. Initially developed in collaboration with the Garden Club of America, they grew 

over the decades to encompass five gardens—Asian Valley, the Japanese Woodland,  
China Valley, the Camellia Collection, and the Korean Hillside.

The Asian Collections  
Karen Zill

Wander through the paths of the 
Asian Collections, like this step-
ping sstone shortcut. The adjacent 
concrete path leads to the Anacostia 
River flood plain.

Top: Pause on one of the benches in the GCA Circle to admire the  
garden. Bottom: Botanical illustration of a Stewartia sinensis.
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East of Asian Valley, the Japanese Woodland was developed as a shady place to display the forest flora of 
Japan, including maples, shrubs, ferns, and iris. Its winding mulched paths offer a cool respite in the heat of 
summer and delightful woodland flowers in spring, including masses of Blettilla orchids. In autumn, chry-
santhemums and toad lilies provide splashes of color.  In any season, the textural and colorful bark of quince, 
Stewartia, and Parrotia trees are worth checking out.

Fall-blooming camellias, a gift of 100 plants from the GCA, were planted in Asian Valley in 1949. In the 
1950s, additional donations from the GCA and from Tom Dodd Nurseries, a large commercial wholesaler, 
completed the Camellia Collection. Its early spring–flowering Camellia japonica and fall-blooming C. 
sasanqua cultivars bloomed exuberantly until bitter winters in the late 1970s killed most of them back to 
understock. A few did survive, most notably a large tea-oil camellia, C. oleifera, which was obtained from the 
Lushan Botanical Garden in central China in 1949. Dr. William Ackerman used this and other surviving 
camellias to breed new camellias with enhanced winter hardiness. His Winter series of camellias—including 
‘Snow Flurry’, ‘Winter’s Beauty’, ‘Winter’s Charm’, and others—were planted between the Japanese Wood-
land and the Dogwood Collection to resurrect the Camellia Collection, with its cold-defying winter blos-
soms. These camellias have greatly extended the range in which camellias can be planted. Equally hardy is the 
Arboretum’s newest camellia introduction, the lovely pink spring-blooming C. japonica ‘Anacostia’ bred by 
former Gardens Unit Leader Skip March.

The Korean Hillside contains a sampling of the flora 
of Korea collected from wild populations, including the 
Korean sweetheart tree, Euscaphis japonica. One such 
tree along the road was collected from the wild on an 
1984 Arboretum expedition to Korea. Its white spring 
flowers give way to heart-shaped pods that turn red 
and open in late summer revealing shiny black seeds. 
A striking feature of the garden is an art installation of 
a collection of sotdae, tall bamboo poles with a carved 
bird at the top of each one. According to Korean folk 
beliefs, a sotdae wards off evil spirits and represents 
wishes for prosperity and well-being.

MAINTAINING THE COLLECTIONS 
Managing such a large and diverse area is a challenge 
and takes hard work, currently performed by John 
Shearin, who is the garden technician for the Asian 
Collections, and a FONA-funded intern during 
the summer. Kevin Conrad, Acting Supervisory 
Horticulturist in the Gardens Unit, provides support 
and technical guidance and sometimes more. As he 
admits, “I’ve been seen from time to time with prun-
ers in the Collection” giving hands-on support. His 
permanent position is Curator of the USNA Woody 
Landscape Plant Germplasm Repository.

Conrad reports that the Asian Collections are at 
the start of a period of renewal. The first step is a 
thorough review and inventory of plants. All of the 
2022 interns, many of whom were funded by do-
nor support to FONA, split into several teams, and 
with Conrad’s help and the help of Plant Records 
Botanist Stefan Lura, they checked the beds to con-
firm which plants were still alive and well. The next 
step is a review of inventory to determine whether 
there are plants whose identity may be in doubt or 
for which there is no source data. Over time, these 
plants must be removed to make way for new plants 
that have reliable source data and a strongly veri-
fied identity. “These steps ensure the integrity of 
the collection. If we don’t tend to this on a regular 
basis, the scientific value diminishes.”

Top left: Toad-lily flowers under shade of canopy trees in the Japanese Woodland. Top right: Camellias were bred for winter 
hardiness. Bottom left: with fluttering white leaves, the Davidia involucrata is also called dovetree or handkerchief tree. 
Bottom right: The pagoda-style gazebo is a shaded, quiet spot to enjoy the views.

China Valley is the Asian Collections’ most impor-
tant genetic resource. In 1980 Dr. Theodore Dudley, 
research scientist at the Arboretum, joined four other 
distinguished American scientists on the Sino-American 
Botanical Expedition, the first plant collecting expedi-
tion to China since 1948. They brought back live plants, 
pressed plant specimens and seeds. Some years later, the 
ravine to the west of Asian Valley was partially filled in 
and planting began. A group of public gardens formed 
the North American China Plant Exploration Consor-
tium (NACPEC), and they organized trips to different 
locations in China every two years. Decades later, trees 
and shrubs that arose from these collections are now 
maturing. Because they come from wild sources, they 
represent a genetic resource with great potential—they 
may have genes for disease resistance, tolerance to heat 
and drought, or some ornamental attribute that is spe-
cial. Their importance is magnified by the fact that wild 
lands in China face enormous pressure from agriculture, 

logging, and urbanization. The wild population of 
plants from which China Valley’s plants were grown 
may no longer be intact today.

The China Valley path winds down the hillside 
and ends at a gate that brings visitors to and from 
the floating boat dock on the Anacostia River. On 
the ridge between China Valley and Asian Valley 
is the pagoda-style gazebo, from which visitors 
can see much of the Asian Collections.

KAREN ZILL is a DC-based freelance writer. Her work 
includes discussion guides for film and public television pro-

grams, memoirs, essays, and nature writing.

Black seeds split through the fruit on a Korean  
sweetheart tree, Euscaphis japonica.
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2022 
YEAR IN 
REVIEW

10,000+ PEOPLE ATTENDED 
COMMUNITY EVENTS. With a 
variety of events, from a strolling choral 
performance, to an outdoor movie, to music 
by the Navy Band, to the annual Garden 
Fair, FONA drew different audiences and 
facilitated memorable experiences at the 
U.S. National Arboretum.

$104K+ IN REVENUE TO LOCAL 
VENDORS. FONA’s seasonal festivals 
and plant sales not only brought thousands 
of people to the Arboretum, but also 
generated economic development in our 
region for local nurseries, artists, food 
trucks, breweries, and other vendors.

1,062 RUNNERS AND FOREST 
BATHERS connected with nature during 
seasonal 5K runs and meditative gatherings.

26 WEDDINGS resulted in revenue for local 
small, minority-owned, and women-owned 
businesses (caterers, florists, and more).

305 GUESTS ATTENDED the Dinner 
Under the Stars fundraiser in the meadow.

48 FONA FIELD NOTES e-newsletters 
were sent to 12,000+ PEOPLE WEEKLY.

8 NATIONAL ARBORETUM 
INTERNS WERE FUNDED in 
horticulture and research positions.

In 2022, FONA’s public events and 
programs connected thousands of 
people to nature, science, health, 
and wellness at the National 
Arboretum. Our youth education 
programs connected thousands 
more children to food, science, 
and public greenspace both at the 
Arboretum and in partner schools 
across Washington, DC. Here are 
some of the highlights of the year, 
but we have more detail in our 
Annual Report on the website
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1 SHORT FILM was created about the 
Washington Youth Garden’s history, present, 
and future.

WASHINGTON YOUTH GARDEN 
CELEBRATED ITS 50TH YEAR, with 
a family-friendly birthday event and a formal 
benefit event. Participants, staff, donors, and 
volunteers came together to share stories and 
celebrate how WYG has grown and evolved 
since its founding.

634 STUDENTS VISITED the 
Washington Youth Garden on field trips.

545 GROW AT HOME KITS  
WERE SHARED with teachers  
for hands-on lessons in  
classrooms.

7,580 POUNDS OF PRODUCE 
WERE HARVESTED from the 
Washington Youth Garden and donated  
to families.



2022 YEAR IN REVIEW

Nancy and Pierre Moitrier

NANCY AND PIERRE MOITRIER operate Designs for Greener Gardens, a boutique gardening company that specializes in designing, 
creating, developing, and maintaining distinctive gardens of all styles. Pierre hails from France and brings the charm of the Old World 
to their garden creations. Nancy’s 40 years of gardening experience combined with her design knowledge and innate artistic eye add a 
superior dimension to their garden projects. Follow Designs for Greener Gardens on Facebook.

Garden Tips
Get Ready to Divide

PLANT POPULATIONS naturally gravitate to the spaces most 
suitable for them, so it is up to the gardener to guide the aesthet-
ics of nature’s processes with insightful reduction or propagation.

Procrastinators do not make good gardeners, so be proactive 
this growing season. Study your garden plants and plant popula-
tions in anticipation of appropriate action this spring or fall.

Division is a propagation technique of separating a plant—
crown and roots—into two or more pieces. Division will 
produce clones of bulbs, herbaceous plants, and some deciduous 
flowering shrubs. Division will improve plant vigor.

Generally, spring-blooming plants are divided in fall, and fall-
blooming plants are divided in spring. Dividing is OK in either 
spring or fall, but we have reasons to prefer fall division.

•	 It provides sufficient time when soil is still warm and new 
roots can form before the onset of winter.

•	 The rainy fall season encourages new divisions to settle 
into place.

•	 It provides an opportunity to see patterns and deficiencies 
within the garden where planting or relocating divisions 
will be aesthetically beneficial.

It is easier to visualize the size of your division while the foliage 
is still attached, which simplifies spacing and designing. 

 

EXCEPTIONS
•	 Warm season grasses should be divided in the spring after 

a bit of growth has emerged.
•	 German bearded iris should be divided in mid to late 

summer so new roots can develop before fall.
•	 Bulbs should be divided when foliage begins to yellow.

HOW TO DIVIDE PLANTS
1.	 Be sure plants are well hydrated. Dig up the plant clump 

and use a hatchet or sharp spade to make a quick and 
determined chop through the root mass. Each division 
should have 3 to 5 healthy buds and sufficient roots. 
Plants with a tap root cannot be divided easily.

2.	 Consider the design: do you need a larger or smaller mass 
to improve balance? Think of foliage first because flowers 
are fleeting.

3.	 Plant by massaging soil into and around the roots, and 
tuck the new division in tightly.

4.	 Water well as soon as possible.

In the most beautiful perennial gardens, plant populations are managed with regular division. When plants have floppy 
stems, reduced flowering, a void in the center of the mass, or are spreading out of bounds, it is time to divide.
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7,642 DC TITLE 1 SCHOOL STUDENTS 
engaged in hands-on garden education programs— 
field trips, co-teaching in classes, lessons in school 
gardens, taste tests, and more. 

12 TITLE 1 SCHOOLS had teams of educators 
and administrators in the Educator Coaching 
Program (ECP), a year-long professional 
development program. The schools are in Wards 
4, 5, 7, and 8.

21 HIGH SCHOOL GREEN 
AMBASSADORS honed their gardening, 
leadership, and communication skills over the 
weeks of their internship

32 EDUCATORS from 13 schools attended 
professional development at the 5th Annual 
Summer Institute for Garden-based Teaching

355 VOLUNTEERS WORKED 1,625 HOURS in the Washington Youth Garden, providing 
critical support throughout the year. 30 INDIVIDUALS came regularly week after week to 
help with maintenance, harvesting, and weeding. 22 VOLUNTEER GROUPS came to help 
with large infrastructure projects like making new crop beds and mulching paths.



$25,000+
AgFed Credit Union
Bartlett Tree Experts
Congressional Sports for Charity
Kay Family Foundation
Philip L. Graham Fund 
Rosenbaum Family Foundation
The Morris and Gwendolyn 

Cafritz Foundation

$10,000 – $24,999
Anonymous (2)
Bayer
Charles H. Miller Charitable 

Foundation
Corn Refiners Association
CropLife America
Hattie M. Strong Foundation
Nutrien
Outlier Development
Pepco/Sustainable Maryland
Syngenta 
The Burpee Foundation
The DECK Foundation
The Herb Block Foundation
The Three Friends Fund

$5,000 – $9,999
Abbott Laboratories
BASF
CoBank
Corina Higginson Trust
FMI – The Food Industry 

Association
International Paper Foundation
Mars Foundation
Michael Torrey Associates
National Association of  

Wheat Growers
National Corn Growers 

Association
National Farmers Union

Nora Roberts Foundation
The Venable Foundation
U.S. Beet Sugar Association
Nina Weissberg and Stuart Martin
William H. Donner Foundation

$1,000 – $4,999
Anonymous
Agri-Pulse
AgSpire
American Forest & Paper 

Association
American Forest Foundation
American Seed Trade Association
Bernstein Management 

Corporation
Betty and Alex Boyle
Capitol Hill Community 

Foundation
Laura and Guy Cecala
Zandra and Denis Chestnut
Frank Daspit
Dimick Foundation
Gail Charnley Elliott
Evergreen Garden Club
Caroline and Stephen Faris
Forbright Bank
Sherrill Houghton
Invariant
Jean T. and Heyward G. Pelham 

Foundation
Kimley-Horn Foundation
Laura Wood Peterson Consulting
Amanda Leiter and Sambhav 

Sankar
Rafael V. Lopez and  

Linda I. Marks
Jane and Peter Matz
James and Penny Morrill
National Association of State 

Departments of Agriculture
National Capital Area Garden 

Clubs

Catherine Casey Nottingham
Perennial Garden Club
John and Melissa Pflieger
Mary Reyner and Brian Steinbach
Jeffrey K. Stine and  

Marcel C. LaFollette
The Lloyd E. Mitchell Foundation
The Webster Family
E.J. Truax
USA Rice Federation
John and Lisa Vogt
Tommy and Barbara Wells
W.S. Jenks & Son
Ken and Dorothy Woodcock

$500 – $999
Acorn Garden Club
Corina Benitz and Sean Robins
Bethesda Community  

Garden Club
Marjie and Bruce Calvert
John Dammann
Melanie Dolan
Anne Livingston Emmet
Diana and Peter Ferris
Frank & Evelyn Schmidt Family 

Charitable Foundation
Rodney and Virginia 

Frelinghuysen
Garden Club of Chevy Chase
James Gehring
T.E. and Julie Gingrich
Jason Paul Gresh
Thomas and Geraldine Hamilton
Eleanor and Stuart Kerr
Grant Leslie and Samuel Mitchell
Robert Lindblad and  

Donna Brown
Charles and Catherine Maresca
Ellen Martin
Erin Meegan and Michael Fritz
Paul Meyer and Debra Rodgers
Kathleen Mitchell and  

Dennis Bigley
Austin Morey
Christopher Payne

George and Joyce Pazianos
Diana Prince
Prince Foundation
Ripley Rand
Susan Robeson
Wayne Rusch
Jim and Katie Sebastian
Abigail and Adam Sharon
Silver Spring Garden Club
John Strand and Lisa Weiss
Temkin Family Foundation
Rita Thompson
Craig and Katherine Thornton
Nora Todd and Greg Regan
William and Perry Trimble
Nzinga Tull
James Wascak
Barbara Washburn
Taylor Wells and David Zinnamon
Christie Yang
Your Part-Time Controller
Deborah Ziska

$250 – $499 
Janet Anderson and Tom Willkomm
Scott Anderson and Elizabeth Arkell
Seth Appleton
James and Gillian Athey
Geoffrey Bakker
Lia Biondo
June Blalock and Robert Jambou
John and Phylicia Bowman
Vickie Brewster
Mark Buscaino and Renuka Bery
Christopher Carter
Paula Causey
Nina Chadab
Chaffin Luhana Foundation
Joyce Chandler
Cynthia Clark
Margo Collins
Kim Cooper
Ann Covalt and Duncan Brown
Mathilda Cox
Lee Coykendall

2022 DONORS

Thank you!

David Fairchild 
$50,000+
Robert and Kate Bartlett

Azalea  $25,000+
Betty and Alex Boyle
Lynne H. Church
Linda and John Derrick
John and Julie Hamre
Lucy S. Rhame

Boxwood $10,000+
Anonymous
Louisa Copeland Duemling
Elizabeth M. Dugan
Colien Hefferan and  

Hollis Summers
Barbara and James Shea
Margaret Strand
Tara Varghese
Tuckie and Don Westfall
Ken and Dorothy Woodcock

Magnolia $5,000+
Luanne Adams and Murrell Smith
Bonnie and Louis Cohen
Denis Crane
Karen and Dan DuVal
Kathryn and Michael Hanley 

Lynne and Joseph Horning
Liza and Andrew Labadie
Rafael V. Lopez and  

Linda I. Marks
Laura Mansilla and  

Asa Harrington
Bill Matuszeski and Mary Procter
Eric Michael and Craig Kruger
Tuuli Mooney-Schindler
Peter and Jainel Morris
Catherine Casey Nottingham
Nancy and Robert Shoemaker
Justin Thorpe and Clara Elias
Beth Wehrle

Crapemyrtle $2,500+
Anonymous
Barry L. Abel
Harold Belcher
Deborah E. Bowles and  

Derik Burgess
John F. Cooney
Sally Donner and Kenneth Briers
Charles and Linda Findlay
Frank Guzzetta and Paul Manville
Jennifer and Christopher Hatcher
Sheldon and Audrey Katz
John and Jean Lange
Anne MacMillan and Tim Bass
Kevin and Marla McIntosh

Anita Menghetti
Jacqueline E. Pechmann
John and Melissa Pflieger
Craven Rand
Michael G. Stevens
Jeffrey K. Stine and  

Marcel C. LaFollette

Holly $1,200+
Anonymous
Bentley Andrews
Suzy Bakshian and Vinny 

Chiappinelli
Marion S. Ballard
Suzie and Rich Bissell
Wendy Blair
Nancy and John Bryson
Laura and Guy Cecala
Diana Clagett
Eli Cohen
Jeanne Connelly and Marty Scherr
Martha Van Dale
Valerie Eisenberg
Gail Charnley Elliott
Leanna and Thomas Fenske
Joseph and Agatha Francis
Madeleine Golde and  

Norman Oslik
Barbara W. Gould
Chandler Goule
Bean Granger
C.A. Greene
Robin and Jay Hammer
Lindsay Shea Hardesty
Corbin C. Harwood
Sandy Hecker

Sherrill Houghton
Betsy and Bob Huffman
William Inglee and Jane Madden
Virginia Kromm and Joe Shultz
Annetta H. Kushner
Jennifer Levin
John C. MacMillan Jr. and  

Emily Stopa
Sara Mills Mazie
Leslie McKay
David and Rose Mollitor
Mary Eugenia and Theodore Myer
Georgia Chafee Nassikas
Shirley and Frank Nicolai
Kat and Andrew Norris
Elizabeth L. Nottingham
Maureen Orth
Heather Paradise
Natalia Petrie
Karen Rand
Pamela Raymont-Simpson and 

Charles J. Simpson, Jr.
Bill and Donna Roberts
June Rowe
Kathy Sawyer
Liz Shriver and Jon Blake
Louis and Nancy Slade
Kimberly and John Snedden
Luise Strauss
Edward Szrom and John Geiger
Allison Taylor and Ryan Mukherjee
Robert and Ann Thompson
Jay and Jamie Vroom
John and Val Wheeler
Elsa B. Williams
Helena Zinkham

DAVID FAIRCHILD SOCIETY
The David Fairchild Society, FONA’s highest level of membership, is a 
group of exceptionally dedicated individuals who support FONA and 
the U.S. National Arboretum with a minimum gift of $1,200 annually.
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Joel and Julia Miller
Brooke Morton
Jan Nolte
Cathy and Erik Nyce
Robert Oaks
Vivek Panikulam
Peter and Linda Parshall
Carolyn Peery and Bruce Haslam
Jennifer Pierson
Susan Pitman and Dave Feinstein
Regina and Ronald Pollock
Potomac Unit Herb Society  

of America
Caleb Powers
Bonnie and John Priebe
Peggy Riccio
Christine Rocchio and  

Matthew Littleton
Penni St. Hilaire
Amanda Sauer and Sadao Milberg
Kimberly Schenck
Gene M. Smith and  

Robert Atcheson
Arthur Sode
Leslie Spaulding and Henry Milner
Roya and Omar Stevens
Michael and Paulette Stout
Sarah Strickler
Henry Su and Dorothy M. Pater
Celeste Szewczyk and John Mueller
Alkis Togias and Zoe Kolovou
Stephanie Turner
David Wallerstein
Mary Werden and Jess Houghton
Michael Williams
Patricia Woolsey
Beau Yanoshik and Niki Irish

$125 – $249
Diane Adams
Douglas Adams and Linda Blauhut
Alyssa Adcock and Nicholas Rosa
Mary Alves and C. Douglas Alves, Jr.
Michele Anderson and  

Frank Nickerson
Stephen and Laurie Anderson
Stephen and Jennifer Anisko
Charles Armstrong
Kristine Atwater
Mary Blakeslee and Laszlo Bockh
Marna Blanchette and  

Michael Carberry
John Boggan
Inci and David Bowman
Michael Boyd
Elysia E.R. Branson
Jerry and Douglas Brown
Meredith and Reed Brown
Betsy and Barlow Burke
Thornton Burnet
Nathan Burtch and  

Kathryn Peterson
Karen and Peter Byrne
Capitol Hill Garden Club
Stephanie Carter
Doris Celarier
Chainalysis
Olivia Chap
John Edward Chapman and  

Barry W. Johnson
Duanjie Chen
Lynn Cheryan
John Claringbould and  

Patricia Loughrey
Jonathan Coopersmith and  

Lisa Halperin
Winfield Crigler and  

Timothy A. Harr
Ellen Cull and Michele Zavos

Julie Dana and Tom Conroy
Stephen and Maygene Daniels
Fred and Melanie Dann
Laurie Davis and Joseph Sellers
Amy Dawson
William Day and Asha Allam
Jennie Dennis
Andrew DePrete
Denise Derflinger
Sandra and John Dewey
John Desmond Dolan
Ray and Marie Dube
Mariana Durbin
Marian Durkin
Ceyla Pazarbasioglu Dutz
Jane Earley
James and Jane Early
Jill Eckart
Marian and Ted Elsasser
Theodore and Darlene Erickson
Falls Church Garden Club
Lee Feierabend and Vikki Vrooman
Garden Club of Waynewood
Viola Gienger
Lynne Godek
Carlene Gong
Barion Grant
Roberta Gutman
Anne E. Hardman
Deborah Hartman
Lisa Herbster
Josephine and Elizabeth Hoge
Caroline and Natalie Howe
Barbara Humphrys
Helen Ingalls
Kaiser Associates DC
Topher Kandik and Allison Denny
Judith Karpen
Tatiana Karpova

Rebecca and Alan Dye
Carol Edwards
Kris and Kristine Erickson
Elissa Feldman
John Fossum
Florence Fowlkes
Carol Frost
Daphne Fuentevilla
Catherine Gage and Steven Metalitz
Madeleine Gauthier
Zendo Gedye
Georgetown Garden Club
Edward Giefer
Matthew Goedecke and  

Kenneth M. Davis
Elizabeth Goodman
Megan and Samuel Greenaway
John Healey and Richard Remigio
Healthy Foods for Healthy Kids
Judith Hecht and Dennis M. Barry
Randy B. Hefner
Chris Hornig and Nancy Garruba
Joy Jacobson
Catherine P. Kerkam and  

Bryan Benitz
William and Leigh Kerkam
Roger Kindler
Larry Kinton
Mary and Stephen Klein
Willard and Carolyn Larkin
Mary and James Lischer
Alexander Mahoney
Todd Martin
Cathleen and Richard McCabe
David and Diann McGarvey
Scot Medbury
Edward Meekins
Dana Milbank
Iris and Larry Miller

THE HERITAGE SOCIETY

Special thanks to:
•	 Federal employees who contributed 

through the Combined Federal 
Campaign 

•	 International Monetary Fund 
employees who contributed through 
workplace giving days 

•	 Members of AgFed Credit Union

This list reflects gifts dated through 
12/31/2022. Please contact Claire 
Broderick at cbroderick@fona.org or 
202.544.8733 to note any errors or 
correct our records.

Danette Kauffman
Sandy Keith and Madeline Shepherd
Barbara Kiker
Katherine Kilduff and Paul Petersen
Bryan Knedler and Vic Lemas
Rose Krieger
Gayle and Robert Krughoff
William and Jody Kent Lavy
Kate Lee
Daniel Leubecker III
Scott Lewis
Jessica Lovejoy
Mary and Scott Lovejoy
Joan Lunney
Andrew Lyman
Dwight and Sue Mason
Juergen and Elke Matthaeus
Lara Meyer
Elaine Mills and Robert Kline
Jean Mitchell and Hans Wein
William and Cecilia Monahan
Margaret Mook
Jim Morris
Anne Muecke
JoAnn and Bob Mueller
Thomas Neale
Alice Nicolson
Scott Odell
Ryan Ong
J. Denis and Joan O’Toole
James T. Parson, Jr.
Melinda Peters
Kathryn and Michael Pettit
Trish Peva and Paul Rauser
Potomac Valley Chapter, North 

American Rock Garden Society
Kathryn Powers
Henry and Alicia Ravenel
John Rebstock and Terrence Doyle
Margaret and Stephen Rhoades

With appreciation to those who 
have generously supported 
FONA through estate gifts:
Ann Fessenden Clymer
Frances Duttkin
Edith N.K. Meyer Trust
Dorothy Kidder
Herman W. Koch & Rosalie Martin 

Koch
Frederick G. Meyer

With appreciation to those who 
have made a provision in their 
estate planning for FONA:
Anonymous
Harold Belcher
Daragh Cassidy
Lynne H. Church
John F. Cooney
Robert C. Daniels, Jr. & Richard R. 

Beman, Jr.
Judith A. Hecht
Michael G. Stevens

TRIBUTE GIFTS  
In honor of Betty Boyle

Marion Ballard

In honor of Matthew Millage

Beltsville Garden Club

In honor of Richard Olsen

Beltsville Garden Club

In memory of Ann and Wood Price

Richard Glaze

In honor of Barbara Shea

Georgetown Garden Club
Halten Garden Club

In memory of Anne Terborgh

Mercedes Foster

In memory of Agnes Westbrook

Susan Creane
Jim and Jill Kelly
Luanne Rushing

COMMEMORATIVE 
BENCHES
In memory of Rilla Crane

Denis Crane

In memory of Sylvia and Gil Golde

Valerie Eisenberg
Madeleine Golde
Geraldine Rowe
June Rowe

In memory of Leo Varghese

Tara Varghese

In memory of Agnes Westbrook

Agnes Westbrook Living Trust

Cynthia Roscoe
Donna Schneider
Ann Seeger
Nancy Seeger and Alan Gevinson
Norm and Carolann Sharp
Anne Shepherd
Jerry Slominski and Janet Gregor
Raymond and Linda Smith III
John Sparger and Fatima Sharif
Paul and Barb Speyser
Gerald and Mary Ann Sroufe
Elizabeth and George Stevens
Kimberly and Deborah Stokes
Robert Storch
Christine Szathmary
Tanya Tyler
Sarah Underwood
Meredith Upchurch
Julie Vu and Eric Zimmermann
Sara Walters
Bridget Wright
David Wyman and Julie Blechman
Karen and Nicholas Zill

IN KIND
American Plant
Susan Chapin
Elizabeth M. Dugan
Edelweiss Perennials
Far Reaches Farm
Foxborough Nursery
JC Raulston Arboretum
Katie Leon
Terry Macfarlane
Kevin McIntosh
Other Half Brewing
Plant Delights Nursery
Brianne Studer
Supreme Core Cider
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GET UPDATES BY EMAIL AND ONLINE
Sign up for the FONA Field Notes email newsletters at 
FONA.org to get regular updates from the Washington 
Youth Garden, behind-the-scenes stories, pictures of the 
Arboretum, and the latest updates regarding events and 
activities.
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For more information, visit usna.usda.gov or fona.org

3501 New York Avenue, NE  

Washington, DC 20002-1958 

The Friends of the National Arboretum  
is an independent, nonprofit organization 
established to enhance, through public and 
private sector resources, support for the 
U.S. National Arboretum.

FOREST BATHING
Meditative forest bathing sessions are offered several times a 
month. Register online.

NATIVE PLANT SALE
Saturday, March 25  
8:15am–2pm
FONA’s annual Native Plant Sale will be held in conjunction 
with the Arboretum’s Lahr Native Plant Symposium.  

GARDEN FAIR 
Saturday, April 29
Save the date! Join us for the annual Garden Fair & Plant Sale. 
FONA members have early access.

SUMMER 5K
Saturday, June 3
Whether you’re running for speed or walking the course, join 
our 5K race and enjoy the National Arboretum in its summer 
splendor. Early-bird registration and pricing available. 


