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FRIENDS
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FROM THE DIRECTORS

Dear Friends,

The U.S. National Arboretum is no longer a “hidden gem" in
Washington, DC —it's a crowning jewel. Over 700,000 people
visited the National Arboretum in 2021 as public interest for
getting outdoors and connecting with nature soared. The
Arboretum won second place this year for “COVID-19 Silver
Lining” in Washington City Paper’s Best of DC survey, second
only to working from home.

Friends of the National Arboretum (FONA) and the U.S. National
Arboretum (USNA) partnered closely to meet the operational
needs required from increased visitation. For the first time in
over two decades, the USNA implemented traffic restrictions
last spring to manage the tens of thousands of visitors on the
grounds at any given time. FONA supported the Arboretum’s
COVID-19 management strategy and communicated changes
with the public. FONA also offered more outdoor events to
engage visitors, including Movies in the Meadow, a Fall 5K run, a
bulb sale, and a holiday market.

With the National Arboretum’s 100th anniversary in 2027, both
FONA and the USNA are committed to making the National
Arboretum more accessible to our local communities. The
USNA is planning a new main entrance on Bladensburg Road,
working with the District and the National Park Service on a
pedestrian bridge across the Anacostia River, and exploring
options to reopen the M Street gate to pedestrians. FONA
continues to create educational opportunities for youth to
develop and implement community projects, assist teachers
in setting and achieving school garden goals, and reduce the
financial barrier for people to engage with programs.

To celebrate Washington Youth Garden’s 50th anniversary,
FONA began three exciting anniversary projects. We adapted
our garden-based education programs to more deeply engage
with teachers and students, expanded our youth development
program to offer year-round employment opportunities, and
began redesigning our one-acre garden at the Arboretum to
make it more engaging and productive.

Thank you for your support. You allow us to bolster not only the
National Arboretum, but also our entire DC community. This is
just the beginning! We are excited for the future and hope you
will join our efforts to ensure the National Arboretum’s success.

Sincerely,

Craven Rand Dr. Richard T. Olsen
FONA Executive Director USNA Director
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OUR MISSION

Friends of the National Arboretum supports and promotes the U.S. National Arboretum.
As their primary 501(c)(3) nonprofit partner, we complement the National Arboretum'’s
work by ensuring its research and gardens are a resource for DC residents and tourists
from around the world.

HOW WE SUPPORT

We advocate for the National Arboretum in

local and federal government, support improved
visitor experiences, and bolster infrastructure
projects. We collaborate with the Arboretum and
Agricultural Research Service and ensure the
Arboretum has strong buy-in from leadership and
partners.

HOW WE PROMOTE

We invite visitors of all ages to form deep and
mindful relationships with nature through
education programs, recreation programs, and
events. For 50 years, our education programs at
Washington Youth Garden have nurtured curious
minds and healthy bodies by connecting them to
food, the land, and each other.



POWER OF OUR PARTNERSHIPS

Friends of the National Arboretum’s strong
partnerships with the U.S. National Arboretum and
dozens of other organizations across Washington,
DC allow us to better support and promote the
National Arboretum.

In 2021, we:

ENSURED ACCESS TO GREENSPACE

FONA helped the USNA ensure the grounds
were open and safe for over 700,000 visitors to
connect with nature. We supported the National
Arboretum’s COVID-19 management strategy

as demand for the Arboretum’s 450 acres

of greenspace rose dramatically in 2021. We
worked closely with USNA leadership, shared
updates about the reopening phases through
our communications network, and fielded public
feedback.

INVESTED IN EDUCATION

We laid the groundwork for a treetop canopy trail
to complement our environmental education
efforts. FONA is working closely with leadership
at the Arboretum, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, and the Agricultural Research Service
on all aspects of this project from design to build.

STRENGTHENED LOCAL PARTNERSHIPS

FONA increased its visibility and community
presence through collaborations with 52
organizations throughout Washington, DC. These
partners helped us adapt our education programs
to better meet the needs of students, teachers,
and families. They also helped us connect people
with nature at the Arboretum. For the first time
this year, we offered Movies in the Meadow, a Bulb
Sale, a Christmas Tree Sale and Holiday Market,
and pay-what-you-can tickets for forest bathing.

“We absolutely loved teaming up with Washington Youth Garden and Casey
Trees for an incredible hyperlocal, hands-on learning experience.”

— Urban Adventure Squad
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FONA PROMOTES THE NATIONAL ARBORETUM THROUGH
EDUCATION PROGRAMS, RECREATION PROGRAMS, & EVENTS
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POWER OF OUR PROGRAMS — EDUCATION

3 \\\

pounds of produce **
\ 5 745 harvested &
\ donated to local families

WASHINGTON YOUTH GARDEN

Objective: Provide a welcoming and inviting space
at the National Arboretum for the DC community to
learn and grow.

7 volunteers worked 460
hours in the garden ;n

:,2

Washington Youth Garden (WYG), our one-acre

W 3 000 vegetable / garden on the grounds of the National Arboretum,
‘ seedlings donated ' has nurtured curious minds and healthy bodies
i to DC school gardens ;; for 50 years by connecting young people to food,

the land, and each other. FONA's youth education
programs take place at WYG and at partner schools
across the city. We were excited to welcome
volunteers and visitors back into the garden in
spring 2021 after being closed to the public in 2020.

Produce Distribution

This year, we grew and donated 5,745 pounds of
fresh food to local students and families. We
distributed this food to families during the school
year through our partner schools and throughout
the year through YMCA Calomiris Program Center,
KidPower DC, DC Fridge Collective, and DC
Central Kitchen.

Growing Techniques

WYG is open for all Arboretum visitors to
explore, play in, and learn from. We demonstrate
organic growing techniques that gardeners can
incorporate into their home or school gardens to
reduce pests, improve soil health, and maximize
food production. Our trellising and garden bed
designs also showcase innovative ways to grow
food vertically and to maximize space.

“We discovered WYG this summer
after over two decades of living in
the Washington, DC/Maryland area,

and it was truly amazing! Garden Supplies

The energy in the garden is
soothing, therapeutic and calming,
and it made us feel so good to
help harvest food that would
nourish someone in need in the
community.”

— Dawn Singleton,
Garden Volunteer

R

We grew and shared over 3,000 vegetable
seedlings with school gardens around DC to
bolster access to fresh food across the city. We
also provided schools with tools and equipment
for school garden workdays.
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POWER OF OUR PROGRAMS — EDUCATION

SCHOOL GARDEN SUPPORT PROGRAMS ¥

Objective: Empower teachers to connect students
with garden-based education.

Garden Science

During the 2020-21 school year, our Garden Science
program connected students from four DC partner
schools with garden science education and fresh
food. We taught 187 Garden Science lessons, 42

of which were in outdoor garden classrooms, and
hosted 51 virtual and in-person school garden club
events. We shared fresh food grown in Washington
Youth Garden with students and families at these
schools through 50 free produce distributions.

Virtual Classroom Support

We hosted 77 Virtual Farm Field Trips during

the 2020-21 school year to teach students

about fundamental garden and environmental
science, including topics like the parts of a plant,
composting, and ecosystems. We also distributed
2,111 Grow@Home Kits to 26 different schools
and educational institutions in spring 2021. These
Kits allowed students to practice the scientific
method, run their own experiments, and create
nutritious meals from what they grew.

Professional Development

During the 2020-21 school year, we piloted the
Educator Coaching Program with 14 teachers from
Title 1 schools. This program provided educators
with hands-on technical assistance, coaching,
and direct education. Our summer professional
development trained 37 DC teachers from 20
different schools in school garden coordination
and maintenance, curriculum integration, outdoor
teaching strategies, and resource development.

In the 2021-22 school year, we are connecting all
these programs under a single School Garden
Support Program. This will allow us to connect
more deeply with DC teachers and students and
build strong, sustainable school garden programs
throughout DC.
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102 educators engaged }
from 50 schools
and organizations

G H kit
2,111 G2ree winoc

students

18 Garden Science
lessons taughtin
classrooms

“Thank you for giving me the
confidence to take on our school
garden! We've been using it
weekly with our kindergarteners.”

— Rickita Perry,
Turner Elementary School



POWER OF OUR PROGRAMS — EDUCATION

1 community project : GREEN AMBASSADOR PROGRAM
addressing food insecurity £

in DC completed by Guild Objective: Provide year-round employment
members and development opportunities for high school

students.
816 hours sp_ent _
developing new skills In 2021, we expanded our Green Ambassador

by 8 Farm Crew members Program (GAP) beyond the summer Farm Crew into
the academic year so students have year-round
opportunities to learn and grow.

Farm Crew

Participants begin GAP in the Farm Crew, a six-
week paid summer internship where they learn
hands-on skills such as gardening, cooking, and
carpentry as well as interpersonal skills like
communication and collaboration. In 2021, Farm
Crew empowered eight high school students to
connect with peers, build community, and explore
potential "green” careers.

Guild

Participants then continue the program through
the Guild, a paid internship during the academic
year. They apply skills learned during the Farm
Crew to implement community action projects
that address food insecurity. This year, nine Guild
members built structures to protect DC Fridge
Collective’'s community fridges from weather
damage and provide more shelf space so
community members can access much-needed
amenities.

Leaders

After participating in the Farm Crew and Guild
internships, Green Ambassadors are invited to
mentor incoming Farm Crew participants, deepen
their knowledge through garden internships, and
broaden connections through an alumni network.
In 2021, three Green Ambassadors worked as

paid garden assistants, mentoring Farm Crew
members and helping our garden team grow and
harvest over 5,000 pounds of food.

‘"

“I've learned how to kickstart a
project if | want to make a change.
From conducting interviews to
networking, | feel competent as a
concerned community member.”

— Aliyah B., Guild Member
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POWER OF OUR PROGRAMS — RECREATION & EVENTS

Objective: Provide unique opportunities for people 4 800 guests attended
to connect with nature. ) weddings and

corporate events
Recreation

In 2021, we eliminated the financial barrier for
people to access our forest bathing mindfulness
program by implementing a "pay what you can”
ticket model.

627 people explored the
Arboretum during
our 5K run, forest bathing
walks, and yoga classes

Our strong local partnerships also allowed us to
offer new and expanded opportunities for visitors
to connect with nature at the National Arboretum.
For the first time ever, we offered nine spring
yoga classes with Blue Sky Yoga and hosted two
outdoor Movies in the Meadow with the National
Bonsai Foundation, Japan America Society of
Washington DC, and the French Embassy. We also
offered more unique after-hours photography
workshops this year with Capital Photography
Center. Partnering with Pacers Running allowed
us to safely and smoothly host 224 runners during
our Fall 5K.

41 0 film fans enjoyed
outdoor movies

in the Ellipse Meadow

Events

Our public and private events connected people
more deeply to the Arboretum’s collections,
horticulture, and gardening. We safely hosted
4,800 guests during 48 weddings and private
events which were held throughout the
Arboretum’s collections and gardens. Digging In,
our new virtual event series, connected 140 FONA
members and stakeholders with wildlife and
horticultural experts. New this year, our fall Bulb
Sale and winter Christmas Tree Sale and Holiday
Market offered seasonal opportunities for visitors
to engage with home gardening and family-fun
activities at the Arboretum.

“Forest bathing reminded me that | need to get outside and
ground myself more. Not just for recreation but to truly
stop and pay attention to myself, my body and the earth.”

— Forest Bathing Participant
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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS

In 2021, we began celebrating WYG’s 50th
anniversary by adapting our education programs to
better serve the needs of students, teachers, and
families in our community for the next half century.

Washington Youth Garden was established in 1971
on the grounds of the U.S. National Arboretum

to teach local elementary students horticultural
and life skills. Since then, WYG has grown into an
award-winning education program, supporting
thousands of under-resourced students all over
Washington, DC for the past half century.

American Horticultural Society’s
Jane L. Taylor Award Winner

In 2021, Washington Youth Garden received

the Jane L. Taylor Award, which is “given to an
individual, organization, or program that has
inspired and nurtured future horticulturists
through efforts in children’s and youth gardening.”




LOOKING AHEAD

Friends of the National Arboretum is
committed to the U.S. National Arboretum’s
future. In preparation for the National
Arboretum’s 100th anniversary in 2027, we
are investing in three major projects:

WASHINGTON YOUTH GARDEN

We are elevating Washington Youth
Garden as a premier destination in our
region for garden-based education and
nature play. We are reimagining our one-
acre garden at the National Arboretum
to make it more engaging, productive,
and easier to maintain. We will continue
adapting and expanding education
programs to better support children,
families, and teachers in our community.

CANOPY TRAIL

Our treetop canopy trail will immerse
children and families in the National
Arboretum’s trees. Located in the forest
behind Washington Youth Garden, this
canopy trail will engage people of all

ages with tree science and environmental
education. We are prioritizing accessibility
and experiential learning in this trail's
design.

CAPITOL COLUMNS

As the group responsible for bringing
the Capitol Columns to the National
Arboretum in 1990, FONA is committed
to maintaining them so visitors can
enjoy them for decades to come.
Current priorities include the ongoing
maintenance of the water feature and
lights surrounding the Columns while

we develop a strategy for the complete s A T
restoration of the Columns themselves. ;!!/ i e S e E
z Tyl byt =
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Thank you to all our supporters, donors, and partners!
When you support FONA, you invest in the future of the U.S. National Arboretum
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SOLSTICE SOIREE
SPONSORS

TITLE SPONSOR
Bartlett Tree Experts

BENEFACTOR
Bayer

International Paper
Nutrien

Syngenta

PATRON

Abbott

CoBank

Corn Refiners Association

CropLife America

FMI - The Food Industry Association
Anne MacMillan & Invariant

National Association of Wheat Growers

TABLE SPONSOR

American Seed Trade Association
BASF

Consumer Brands Association
Michael Torrey Associates

WS.S. Jenks & Son

GARDEN PARTY
SPONSORS

Betty Boyle

Lynne H. Church

Lloyd E. Mitchell Foundation
Craven Rand

Barbara Shea

HERITAGE SOCIETY*

Anonymous

Harold Belcher

Lynne H. Church

John F. Cooney

Robert C. Daniels, Jr. & Richard R.
Beman, Jr.

Ann Fessenden Clymer

Dorothy Kidder

Herman W. Koch & Rosalie Martin Koch

Frederick G. Meyer

Edith N. K. Meyer Trust

Michael G. Stevens

DAVID FAIRCHILD SOCIETY*

DAVID FAIRCHILD $50,000+
Robert & Kate Bartlett
Betty & Alex Boyle

John & Julie Hamre

AZALEA $25,000
Lynne H. Church

Linda & John Derrick
Lynne & Joseph Horning
Lucy S. Rhame
Margaret Strand

Tuckie & Don Westfall

BOXWOOD $10,000

Anonymous

Colien Hefferan & Hollis Summers
Barbara & James Shea

Ken & Dorothy Woodcock

MAGNOLIA $5,000

Luanne Adams & Murrell Smith
Marion S. Ballard

Louis & Bonnie Cohen

John F. Cooney

Louisa Copeland Duemling
Elizabeth M. Dugan

Liza & Andrew Labadie

Rafael V. Lopez & Linda |. Marks
Bill Matuszeski & Mary Procter
Dede & Tim Petri

Nancy & Robert Shoemaker

CRAPEMYRTLE $2,500
Anonymous

Barry L. Abel

Harold Belcher

Sally Donner & Kenneth Briers
Charles & Linda Findlay
Robin Langfan Hammer
Anne & Til Hazel

Sherrill Houghton

Sheldon & Audrey Katz

Kevin & Marla MclIntosh
Molly & Bill Morris

Shirley & Frank Nicolai
Catherine Casey Nottingham
Jacqueline E. Pechmann
Craven Rand

Vic Fazio & Kathy Sawyer
Becky & Jerry Siegel

Jeffrey K. Stine & Marcel C. LaFollette
Beth Wehrle

Ann Wrobleski & Phil Truluck

HOLLY $1,200

Bentley Andrews

Suzy Bakshian & Vinny Chiappinelli
Suzie & Rich Bissell

Wendy Blair
Stephanie Bothwell & James Warren
Deborah E. Bowles & Derik Burgess
Nancy & John Bryson
Carol Cavanaugh
Laura & Guy Cecala
Mathilda M. Cox
Martha Van Dale
Cal & Linda Dooley
Gail Charnley Elliott
Diana Ferris
Joseph & Agatha Francis
Barbara W. Gould
Chandler Goule
William Greer
Frank Guzzetta & Paul Manville
Lindsay Shea Hardesty
Corbin C. Harwood
Jennifer & Christopher Hatcher
Heidi Hatfield & Daniel Duff
Betsy & Bob Huffman
Jim Hughes
William Inglee & Jane Madden
Missy & Bill Janes
Lisa & Paul Koches
Virginia Kromm & Joe Shultz
Annetta H. Kushner
John & Jean Lange
Grant Leslie & Sam Mitchell
Leslie McKay
Kathleen McNamara
Pamela & Byrne Murphy
Mary Eugenia & Theodore Myer
Lynne F. Nelson
Heather Paradise
Ellen C. Petersen
John & Melissa Pflieger
Karen Rand
Pamela Raymont-Simpson
& Charles J. Simpson, Jr.
Liz Shriver & Jon Blake
Louis & Nancy Slade
Michael G. Stevens
Robert & Ann Thompson
John & Lisa Vogt
Jay & Jamie Vroom
Elsa Williams
Valdez & Lavonda Williams

*As of December 14, 2021
We will publish our complete donor list
in early 2022

THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF OUR COMMUNITY
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OUR PARTNERS

FOUNDATIONS*

Bee Cause Project, Inc.

Burpee Foundation

Capitol Hill Community Foundation

Charles H. Miller Charitable Foundation

Chesapeake Bay Trust

Clark-Winchcole Foundation

Corina Higginson Trust

DECK Foundation

Dimick Foundation

Frank & Evelyn Schmidt Family Charitable
Foundation

Harman Family Foundation

International Paper Foundation

Mars Foundation

Morris & Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation

Nora Roberts Foundation

The Kay Family Foundation

The Three Friends Fund

Three Friends Fund

Urban Agriculture Resilience Program
(APGA & US Botanic Garden)

Venable Foundation

Whole Kids Foundation

William H. Donner Foundation, Inc.

GOVERNMENT*

DC Summer Youth Employment Program
DC Department of Health
DC Office of the State Superintendent

of Education
U.S. Department of Agriculture
University of the District of Columbia

LOCAL PARTNERS

American Eagle Foundation

An Indivisible Art Collective

Arc'teryx

Bladensburg Road Main Street
Bluebird Sky Yoga

Brightwood Education Campus

Briya Public Charter School (PCS)
Bruce Monroe Elementary School (ES)
Capital Photography Center

Casey Trees

Center City PCS Trinidad

Chesapeake Bay Alliance

City Blossoms/ Mighty Greens
Common Good City Farm

Creations by Florea

Cultivate the City

Cultural Services of the French Embassy
DC Beekeepers Alliance

*As of December 14, 2021
We will publish our complete partner list
in early 2022

DC Central Kitchen
DC Fridge Collective

DCTV

Eat the Change

Elsie Whitlow Stokes PCS

Forested

FRESHFARM FoodPrints

Friendship Armstrong PCS

HD Cooke ES

Hendley ES

Japan America Society of Washington DC
Kid Power DC

KIPP DC Connect Academy

KIPP DC Spring Academy

Latin American Youth Center

Mary McLeod Bethune Day Academy PCS
Montgomery County Department of
Environmental Protection

MTG Hospitality

National Bonsai Foundation

New Brooklyn Farms

Pacers Running

Plantita Power

Elliott Hamilton
Anne Hardman
Barry Hayman
John Healey
Jane Hellewell

Plants and Blooms Reimagined Jim Hughes
Rhode Island Avenue Main Street Shawn Kerry
Rooted and Sustained Mary Klein

Sela PCS Virginia Kromm
SiStained8 Yijen Lin

Terry Macfarlane Jarrel Mac
Turner ES Kevin MaclIntosh
United States Botanic Gardens Robert Mundy
Urban Adventure Squad Stephanie Myers

Whittier Elementary
YMCA Calomiris
Yoga for Amputees

Janet Nuzum
Melinda Peters
Pamela Raymont-Simpson
Eileen Reagan

Mary Reyner
FONA VOLUNTEERS Sarah Roessler
Ugoeze Achilike Alan Rudan
Shannon Achilles Olivia Sage
Rita Ackah Peter Schlachte
Ohumumwen Aguebor Kellie Shanaghan

Barbara Shea
Celeste Smith
Monica Sorensen

Katrina & Zora Briggs
Rodney Burton
Amanda Cabot

Katie Ciszek Samantha Susson
Andrew Clark Taffy Turner

Mary Conley Mary Weden
Courtney Crossgrove Mike Welsh
Angela Domanico Jasper Werntz
Elizabeth M. Dugan Shonique White
Eleanor Ennis Jay Woodhouse
Leanna Fenske Daniel Zhou

Sadie Foer
Laura Gruppo

THANK YOU FOR HELPING MAKE OUR
PROGRAMS & EVENTS POSSIBLE



OUR TEAM

FONA STAFF

Craven Rand
Executive Director
Claire Alrich
Development Officer
Nicole Armstead-Williams
Forest Bathing Guide
Allie Arnold
Off-Site Program Manager
Claire Broderick
Membership Program Manager
Xavier Bure Quijano
Garden Manager
Susan Chapin
Operations Manager
Beatrice Trapasso Dermer
Director of Foundation
& Government Relations
Paul Jarris
Forest Bathing Guide
Emilia Kawashima
Garden Coordinator
Catherine P. Kerkam
Director of Philanthropy
& Communications
Anne McGarvey
Marketing & Communications
Manager

Lara Meyer
Controller
Sage Raindancer
Forest Bathing Guide
Ashley Rattanawan
School Garden Coach
Christin Riddick
Green Ambassador Program
Manager
Brianne Studer
Director of Programs
Caryn Sykes
Bookkeeper
Natalie Thomas
Venue Rentals Partner
Ehren Vance
Youth Program Manager

FORMER STAFF

Rita Ackah
Aliyah Buckman
Alli Duda

Nadia Mercer
Stephanie Mui
Dwayne Thomas
Mariyah Whitley
Serah Wise
Gabe Yacob

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Michael Stevens, Board Chair
Martha Van Dale, Vice Chair
Virginia Kromm, Treasurer
John F. Cooney, Secretary
Robert Bartlett Jr.

Zandra Chestnut

Lynne Church

Elizabeth M. Dugan
Chandler Goule

Jennifer Hatcher

Grant Leslie

Anne MacMillan

Bill Matuszeski

Scot Medbury

Paul Meyer

Tim Petri

Pamela Raymont-Simpson
Lucy S. Rhame

Barbara Shea

Lou Slade

Peggy Strand

Nzinga Tull

Tuckie Westfall

END OF YEAR 2021
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STAY IN TOUCH

SUPPORT OUR WORK

FONA is a member-driven organization. There
are many ways you can support FONA with a tax-
deductible donation (Tax ID Number: 52-1257712):

MAIL ONLINE

FONA www.FONA.org/support
3501 New York Avenue NE
Washington, DC 20002

STOCKS & WIRE TRANSFERS PHONE

Email calrich@fona.org for securities 202.544.8733
and wire transfers instructions.

CONTACT US

3501 New York Avenue NE
Washington, DC 20002

202.544.8733 | info@FONA.org | www.FONA.org

FOLLOW US

Sign up for our weekly FONA Field Notes newsletter:
bit.ly/fieldnotes-signup

Find us on social media:

E] Friends of the National Arboretum
Washington Youth Garden

@FONArboretum
@WashYouthGarden

FRIENDS
OF THE
NATIONAL

WASHINGTON
YOUTH GARDEN
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