
We need our street trees—and
they need us, perhaps now more
than ever. The National Arboretum is
aiding in that effort through activi-
ties directed and coordinated by
research geneticist Dr. Richard T.
Olsen. I spoke recently with Dr. Olsen
about his work, other Arboretum
efforts in this area, and community
outreach activities. We started with
the ubiquitous elm.

Elm trees are found throughout
Washington, DC: they line many of
our streets, fill the National Mall,
beautify our parks, and are prized
features of private gardens here and
throughout the mid-Atlantic states,
the Northeast, and the Midwest.
Anyone who loves elms is painfully
aware that they have been battling,
and succumbing to, Dutch elm dis-

by Roberta Gutman

I
f there is one word to describe
what a street tree must be to sur-
vive, that word is tough. We love
our street trees: they beautify
neighborhoods and commercial

areas, remove carbon dioxide from
the air and release life-supporting
oxygen, provide relief in the searing
heat of summer—and just plain lift
our spirits. They are a testament to
nature’s will to survive and thrive.

In surviving, street trees endure
the toughest of circumstances,
among them cramped planting
areas, compacted soil, excessive heat
and drought from the “urban heat
island” effect, salt from snow-clear-
ing efforts, and existing and emerg-
ing pathogens.

Winter 2009

ease for decades. The bad news is
that the disease, caused by a virulent
fungus spread by bark beetles, is still
with us. But the good news, accord-
ing to Dr. Olsen, is that there is much
hope for the long-term survival of
these iconic trees.

Elms are a diverse genus (Ulmus)
with attributes that promote overall
survival, including tolerance of com-
pacted soil and salt from ice-clearing
efforts. Indeed, their hardiness, rapid
growth—some would say too rapid—
and ease of propagation made them
favored landscape trees in Europe
and subsequently in North America.
Their large size, arching branches,
and generous leaf cover turned our
native American elm (U. americana)
into a beloved feature of many U.S.
towns. Unfortunately, Dutch elm dis-
ease got a foothold in the 1930s and
swept the country. By the 1970s, 77
million trees had been destroyed.

The Arboretum went to work
decades ago to develop disease-toler-
ant elms to replace the trees we had
become so attached to. Under the
supervision of Dr. Alden “Denny”
Townsend, now retired, and the late
Dr. Frank S. Santamour, Jr., the
Arboretum released 11 cultivars and
hybrids resistant to or highly tolerant
of the disease. Two successful disease-
tolerant U. americana cultivars,
‘Valley Forge’ and ‘New Harmony’,
were identified by Dr. Townsend’s
research at the USDA’s Agricultural
Research Service facility in Delaware,
Ohio. Another cultivar, ‘Jefferson’,
came from a surviving tree identified
by National Park Service employees
on the National Mall, which was
tested and released as a joint intro-
duction with the Arboretum. Two

Street Trees, the National Arboretum, and Collaborative
Efforts to Protect the Urban Canopy

Life on the Street
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more apparently tolerant elm culti-
vars from the Mall are being moni-
tored, and material from them may
be released for further testing in a
joint Arboretum–Park Service effort.

The elm program, like programs
for other trees and landscape shrubs
developed by the Arboretum, relies on
partners to test new plant varieties.
When the Arboretum considers that a
new plant is ready for testing, it sends
cuttings or grafted plants to “cooper-
ating nurseries” at different locations
in the United States. They “separate
the wheat from the chaff,” says Dr.
Olsen, who is currently working close-
ly with nurseries in Tennessee and
Oregon. The Arboretum also looks to
local partners and is developing rela-
tionships with the Washington, DC,
Urban Forestry Administration and
Casey Trees as collaborators for testing
new elm varieties.

Casey Trees, a Washington foun-
dation established in 2002 to restore
and protect the city’s tree cover, is
working with the Urban Forestry
Administration with input from the
Arboretum to replace elm trees in
public spaces. Casey Trees has plant-
ed more than 600 ‘Princeton’
American elm cultivars, cloned from
a beautiful, vase-shaped, and easy-
to-grow American elm discovered
before the Dutch elm disease epidem-
ic by Princeton Nursery in New
Jersey. ‘Princeton’ was subsequently
identified as highly tolerant to Dutch
elm disease by Dr. Townsend’s
research. Not wanting to risk the vul-
nerability that comes with monocul-
ture, or the widespread planting of
trees with identical genetic makeup
(i.e., cultivars), Casey Trees has
begun planting other American elm
cultivars (including ‘New Harmony’)
and will incorporate others as they
become available, according to Mr.
Jim Woodworth, director of tree
planting programs for Casey Trees. In
January, the organization will work
with its “citizen forester” volunteers
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Street Trees …
from page 1

and the Urban Forestry Adminis-
tration to plant 120 elms along East
Capitol Street.

Under the supervision of Dr.
Olsen, the Arboretum has been
researching several other native tree
species with potential for planting in
public spaces and other landscapes.
Active research is under way on hem-
lock (Tsuga caroliniana and T. canaden-
sis) and blackgum (Nyssa sylvatica).
Hemlock trees are succumbing to the
woolly adelgid, an insect that feeds

on hemlock tissue. The Arboretum’s
breeding program is developing
resistant hybrids, which are under-
going further study before wide-
spread testing with cooperators.

The blackgum, also called the
sourgum or black tupelo, is “a great,
underutilized native tree,” Dr. Olsen
said. Its large native range, beautiful
fall colors, and tolerance to wet or
dry soils give it street tree potential.
The sourgum flower and pollen also
attract bees, making it an important
tree in the honey industry. The
Arboretum has been conducting
basic research on it since the 1990s,
when Dr. Santamour began crossing
different species.

Another tree with potential street
value is the catalpa (e.g., Catalpa spe-
ciosa), which Dr. Olsen has been
studying for years in his Ph.D. work at
North Carolina State University and

at the Arboretum. Catalpa is cold
hardy, has a large growing range, and
is not affected by a common tree pest,
the Asian long-horned beetle. The
Arboretum is working toward smaller,
disease-tolerant, and sterile varieties
to reduce litter from its long fruit cap-
sules, which give rise to the common
name Indian bean tree.

The Arboretum primarily uses
traditional plant breeding techniques
(as opposed to genetically modified
organism [GMO] technology)
because most of the current breeding
goals can be accomplished using
these techniques. Basic research by
Arboretum scientists does include
investigations into gene discovery
and molecular genetics, but owing to
scientific hurdles in woody crops,
especially trees, these areas are not
the main focus of the Arboretum’s
breeding programs.

One disadvantage of traditional
breeding techniques is that they are
time consuming— researchers must
wait for nature to work at its own
pace. Transgenic approaches, however,
may speed up the process. The long-
term nature of tree breeding can have
a negative impact on funding—fund-
ing agencies tend to reward timely
results—and thus on the number of
horticulturists doing research on trees
(Dr. Olsen is one of very few in the
country). Public funding of tree breed-
ing efforts is thus especially important.

Many of Washington’s streets fea-
ture plantings of a single tree species.
For example, in my Capitol Hill neigh-
borhood, huge red oaks (Quercus rubra)
line 8th St. SE from Independence
Avenue to Pennsylvania Avenue, elms
grow in the tree boxes on East Capitol
Street, and lindens (Tilia americana)
cast deep shade and have flowers that
give off a lovely fragrance in late
spring along Massachusetts Avenue
NE. However, if a particular species
becomes diseased, the results can be
devastating, as is happening to many
of the elms on East Capitol Street.

“We need diversity,” noted Dr.
Olsen. “In the urban environment,

… nature in all its
diversity and
adaptability will
ensure that despite
the odds, we will
continue to have
street trees in our
cities. And chances
are, they will be
even more diverse
and hardy …

see page 14



DEAR FRIEND OF THE NATIONAL ARBORETUM:

I
hope you enjoyed the holidays and are
looking forward to the New Year as much
as we are. For those who were able to join
us for the Holiday Reception at the U.S.
Botanic Garden in December, you know

that it was delightful. What a lovely way to
kick off the holiday season!

I also want to thank all of you who
responded so generously to our year-end
fundraising appeal. We are most grateful for
your support. If you have not given yet, it is
never too late. We are always happy to have
your help at any point!

This is a time of great excitement and
change for Washington, DC, and for the nation. Those of us at FONA are look-
ing forward to working with a new Administration to effect the changes that we
think are so necessary for the Arboretum to flourish in the future. This year, I
feel that our New Year’s resolutions are not just another tepid exercise but
instead, are urgent priorities that we will accomplish with your help. Our New
Year’s resolutions will help us: 

• Ensure the installation of a trash and pollution abatement system for
Hickey Run stream after almost 10 years of bureaucratic hurdles. The pol-
luted stream runs through the Arboretum grounds directly into the
Anacostia River.

• Install a deer fence in the Washington Youth Garden to protect the garden
plots so important to the children and families in our programs.

• Establish the pilot Nature Explore Classroom for the region in the
Washington Youth Garden.

• Work urgently with Congress to ensure that the U.S. National Arboretum
receives necessary funding to maintain the 446 acres of magnificent green-
space which provides an oasis of calm amidst the hectic pace of urban
Washington, DC.

2009 is also the year of the Lincoln Bicentennial. President Lincoln was sworn
into office in front of the very Capitol Columns that now rest atop the Great
Meadow at the Arboretum. Perhaps President Obama, following in the footsteps
of his most distinguished predecessor from Illinois, will visit the historic Columns
and the many other special places to experience at the Arboretum.

The Arboretum continues to be a place of great beauty and tranquility in
every season of the year with an ever-changing array of very special plants,
trees, and garden displays. Winter is a glorious time to visit…I hope to see you
on the grounds.

Jeanne Connelly
Chair, Friends of the National Arboretum

From the Chair …
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S
hortly after moving to
Washington, nearly 20 years
ago, my husband bought me a
copy of the second edition of
City of Trees. He knew how

much I missed my native Chicago—
and that this book might help me
grow to love my new surroundings.
How right he was.

I’m enjoying the newly revised
third edition, published in December
2008, even more. Anyone who loves
trees, or even merely appreciates
them, or just has a mild curiosity
about the many trees in our area, will
savor this book. Its contents, of
course, will appeal especially to
Washingtonians, but people living
well beyond the Beltway will enjoy
the many historical and contempo-
rary stories associated with some of
the tens of thousands of trees that
beautify the nation’s capital.

The third edition of City of Trees is
organized much like the previous
one, but a lot of work has clearly
gone into updating this indispensable
reference. In researching the new edi-
tion, author Melanie Choukas-
Bradley and illustrator Polly
Alexander revisited the turf they cov-
ered in previous editions. They’ve
noted, with sadness, the disappear-
ance of some grand old specimen
trees and have happily recorded the
appearance of tree species and culti-
vars new to the region. They have
expanded on the tree lore associated
with the 300-some species of trees
growing in our region. They describe
new, as well as traditional, public
spaces in and around Washington
where trees described in the book can

be found. Indeed, the first
90 pages of background
and other information relating to
the history and enjoyment of trees
make this much more than a field
guide.

The remaining 400 pages of text
are devoted to the description, identifi-
cation, and location of regional trees
and include new entries on native
species. This part of the book begins
with an easily understandable and
valuable introduction to the botany
and taxonomy of trees and ends with
drawings of leaf types and an alpha-
betized glossary of terms used in the
book. In between is the “field guide”
portion of the book, which identifies
trees grouped into two main types:
conifers and broad-leafed trees.

Careful reading of the entries
shows how much work went into this
revision. Much of the text has been
updated, listings have been changed
to reflect newly discovered locations
where a given species can be found
(and I’m pleased to report that many,
if not most, of the tree species
described in the book can be found in
the National Arboretum), the colored
photograph section has been expand-
ed, and new drawings have been
added. For consistency, all of the
drawings have been reproduced at
50% of their true size, so some draw-
ings of large leaves are cut off at the
page’s edge—which I find a beautiful
and contemporary touch. A thorough
21-page index concludes the book.
The new edition is 100 pages longer
and is slightly shorter and a bit wider
than the first edition (it fits on my
bookshelf better). The type is larger

(hooray!) and
printed on better

quality paper
than the previous

edition. The list price of the book,
published by the University of
Virginia Press, is $27.95—and worth
every cent.

This book is a must-have for
FONA members (and a great gift for
friends and family). It will be avail-
able for purchase at the gift shop in
Arbor House when it reopens on
March 1. FONA members will
receive the customary 10% dis-
count. The next time you walk or
drive the Arboretum grounds, be
sure you have the third edition of
City of Trees with you. It will make
your visit more enjoyable—and cer-
tainly more informed.

by Roberta Gutman
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Book Review Corner

City of Trees: 
The Complete Field Guide to 
the Trees of Washington, D.C.

Found:

Did you lose your SLR digital
camera at the fall Dig in Your
Heels Race? FONA found a
Nikon camera following the
race, containing a memory
card with cute children’s pho-
tos. If you are missing your
camera, please contact the
office (202.544.8733) and identi-
fy the camera model and lens
so that we can return it to you.



Digging In Their Heels
for the Washington
Youth Garden
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Washington Youth Garden

F
or one morning each year,
the Arboretum closes its
roadways to vehicles and
opens it to a race for young
and old, big and small.

Against a stunning display of fall
foliage, participants join together to
support the programs of the
Washington Youth Garden. This
year’s Dig In Your Heels 5K Fun Run
and Walk was a great success with
250 people running, walking, and
juggling their way to the finish line.

The registrations began early on
a crisp November morning as the
participants collected their event T-
shirts decorated with running vegeta-
bles. Within minutes, the Grove of
State Trees was filled with runners
doing preliminary stretches, children

doing jumping
jacks, and vol-
unteers serving
homemade gra-
nola and fruit.

After the
runners were
called to the
starting line for
warm-ups, we
were joined by
DC Ward 5
Councilman Harry Thomas, Jr., DC
At-Large Councilman Kwame Brown,
Weissberg Foundation Executive
Director Ilene Trachtenburg, and
founder of the race and long-time
Washington Youth Garden supporter
Betty Mosher. We were honored to
have these individuals lead the rib-

by Hannah Jayanti, FONA
Membership Coordinator

bon cutting to show their apprecia-
tion for the important service that
the Washington Youth Garden ren-
ders to the community.

Sue Golden, our spirited MC, sent
the participants onto the course. First
went the runners for the 5K, then the
walkers, and then the participants of
the 1-mile Family Fun Run—strollers,
dogs, and all! We were very pleased
this year to be joined by two youth
teams, DC Speed and Girls on the
Run. Their participation was made
possible by the generous sponsorship
of FONA board members.

It seemed like no time at all
before the first runner swung round
the bend, streaking toward the finish
line. Ben Geman from Washington,
DC, finished in first place. He
announced that Dig In Your Heels 5K
is his favorite local race and that he
loves running every year.

The family Fun Run passed the
Capitol Columns and the herb gar-
den and swung back round to the
cheers of supporters. Leading the way
was the Jazzy Juggler, juggling his
way to the finish line again and
again as he encouraged children and
families for the last spurt through the
flags and the hay bales.

Dig In Your Heels 5K is a unique
community event because it brings
together people from all walks of life
from throughout the District. It’s the
only organized running event on the
grounds of the U.S. National
Arboretum, which thrills running

see page 7
PHOTO BY GLENDA KAPSALIS.
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March 25, 2009  
28th Annual 
Lahr Symposium

The theme of the 2009 Lahr
Symposium is “Native Plants: In
Design.” The symposium was

organized by Joan Feely and will
include the following speakers:

• Warren Byrd, Principal, Nelson
Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects

• Claire Sawyers, Director, The
Scott Arboretum of Swarthmore
College

• Dr. Richard Olsen, Research
Geneticist, U.S. National
Arboretum

• Sandra Yousef Clinton,
Landscape Architect, Clinton &
Associates, PC

• Richard Murray, Arborist
• Christopher Upton, Plantsman

and Landscape Designer, U.S.
National Arboretum

In conjunction with the
Symposium, Andrea Ottesen (former
Lahr Fellow) will exhibit her award-
winning photography.* Especially for
this Symposium she will display 
her images of selected American 
native plants.

FONA will once again host the
Native Plant Sale, featuring several
local native plant nurseries. The sale
will be held below the National Herb
Garden, just across the way from the
National Bonsai Museum. 8:30–2:00
pm for registrants, 10:00–2:00 pm  for
the general public.

FONA members may take advan-
tage of a discounted fee ($68, which
includes lunch). Sign up on
http://www.usna.usda.gov/

* First-place winner of the 2007
International Science and
Engineering Visualization Challenge
of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science.

T
he Full Moon Hikes are
the National Arboretum’s
most popular monthly
program. For the past
year, the three monthly

hikes have sold out well in advance.
As the participants have learned,
hiking by the light of the moon pro-
vides a sense of mystery, adventure,
and a completely different look at
the Arboretum!

Ask experienced “full moon hik-
ers” which time of year is their
favorite for hiking, and their answer
will most likely be “winter.” If hiking
in the dark on a cold night does not
sound exciting, then consider the
benefits. In winter, the leaves are off
the trees, creating increased visibility
of both the world-class gardens and
the stars in the sky. The stars in a
winter night sky seem brighter than
in warmer months when the sky
appears hazy. The winter sky is also
a richer, darker blue than in summer
and creates a striking background for
the moon and stars. If it’s overcast or
foggy, the night hikes present a dif-
ferent, yet beautiful and dramatic
experience. Perhaps the most excit-

ing hikes occur during periods of
light snow. Walking through mead-
ows and garden paths in the freshly
fallen snow, which sparkles on the
ground, is a uniquely beautiful and
special experience! 

Even though the winter hikes are
cold, the brisk pace of the 2-hour hike,
which covers 5 miles, can warm you
up to a comfortable temperature, espe-
cially as you hike 240 feet uphill to the
top of Mt. Hamilton. Here you will
make the first of several tour stops for
an exclusive night view of city lights
and national landmarks including the
U.S. Capitol and the Washington
Monument. The hike includes the
magical night view of the National
Capitol Columns and many more
unique sights not seen during the day.

The 446 acres of the National
Arboretum are open only to Full
Moon Hikers during these scheduled
events. A private guide interprets the
history and botanical highlights to
the group. The unique experience of
the Arboretum’s serene beauty on a
winter night—a  mixture of shadows
and moonlight—is available only to
winter hikers.

Full Moon Hikes

by Lindsay Hicks, Horticultural Education Programs Specialist 
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Digging In …
from page 5
enthusiasts. It’s held on the largest
greenspace in the city at the peak of
fall, so many nature enthusiasts join
the walk and run, and it’s a particu-
larly wonderful event for families
who always look forward to the post-
race happenings.

After the race, everyone was
invited to participate in activities
from tea making with herbs from the
Washington Youth Garden to a cook-
ing demonstration with renowned
chef Carla Hall to a raffle with prizes
donated from local venues.

The success of this event was
ensured by the phenomenal FONA
Board support, the commitment of
our volunteers, and the overwhelm-
ing support of the community mem-
bers who participated in the event.

We would like to give a huge
thank you to our supporters: The
Weissberg Foundation, Classic Tents,
Metro Run & Walk, Drink More
Water, Potomac River Running Store,
Whole Foods, the District Department
of the Environment, Washington
Performing Arts Society, Cake Love,
Politics & Prose, Katherine Talmadge,
The Jazzy Juggler, Down Dog Yoga,
Cultivating Health, Bagel Place,
Sticky Fingers, Juju Harris, Busboys
and Poets, Tryst Coffeehouse, Maggie
Moo’s, and Garden District.

New Developments at the
Washington Youth Garden
by Kaifa Anderson-Hall

T
he Washington Youth
Garden (WYG) celebrated a
successful 2008 with inter-
esting and informative
programs, new and contin-

uing partnerships, and special events
(see Digging In Their Heels...). We are
looking forward to an exciting year of
program and garden enrichments, as
well as partnership and funding
expansion. For example, our Garden
Science program plans to create
schoolyard gardens this spring in sev-
eral local elementary schools. WYG
will design and implement the gar-
dens and will work with teachers to
help them integrate science segments
into their curriculum and thus
enhance the garden experience for the
benefit of their own students and for
the larger student population as well.
Bringing gardening to the schools in
this manner will significantly expand
the opportunities for science and
nutrition education.

The WYG is expected to under-
go another transformation with the
creation of a large communal grow-
ing space for our Seed To Supper
and Growing Food…Growing
Together participants, engaging

them in a cooperative growing
experience while maximizing the
garden’s production. Other portions
of the garden will be redesigned to
provide more educational and inter-
active opportunities for children
and adult visitors. By early summer,
we hope to be integrating the
National Arbor Day Foundation’s
Nature Explore Classroom—interac-
tive outdoor experiences for chil-
dren that will allow them to play
with natural materials in an area
adjacent to the Youth Garden and
reinforce the importance of nature
through discovery.

The new year brings to the WYG
a new Education Coordinator, Kasie
Warner. A 2006 sociology graduate of
James Madison University, Kasie has a
strong interest in food and environ-
mental issues and a passion for envi-
ronmental education and advocacy.
She has lived in the Brookland com-
munity of northeast DC for the past
two and half years and is establishing
herself as a community activist with a
commitment to enhancing the quality
of life for her fellow Washingtonians.
We are pleased to welcome Kasie to
the FONA/WYG team!

PHOTO BY GLENDA KAPSALIS.
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Schedule of Events
January–March 2009 at the U.S. National Arboretum

Eternal Rhythms: Seasons & Time
January 1 – June 17, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
National Bonsai & Penjing Museum
International Pavilion 
This small exhibit features thematic arrangements of
North American viewing stones from the James and Alice
Greaves Collection. Free.

Winter, Anticipating Spring
January 1 – February 22, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
National Bonsai & Penjing Museum
Special Exhibits Wing
Members from the Potomac Viewing Stone Group, a
regional organization dedicated to stone appreciation in
the Asian traditions, will display viewing stones, suiseki,
and scholar’s rocks from their private collections. Free.

Full Moon Hikes
February 7, 7:00 – 9:00 pm (FULL)
February 8, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
February 9, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
March, April, May, and June hike dates will be announced in
early February. Please check the website at www.usna.usda.gov.
This mildly strenuous 5-mile hike is a magical trip through
moonlit gardens, meadows, and woods. Discover how the
striking landscape of the Arboretum changes under the
moon and stars of the night sky. Your guide will share
points of special interest and seasonal highlights. This is a
brisk walk over often hilly and uneven terrain, so wear
good walking shoes. Held rain or shine. Not recommended
for children. Fee: $19 ($15 FONA). Registration required.

Suiseki from the Keystone State
February 28 – March 29, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
National Bonsai & Penjing Museum
Special Exhibits Wing
Suiseki are viewing stones in the tradition of scenic land-
scape stones from Japan. This exhibit will feature stones
from the rivers and hills of Pennsylvania, collected by long-
time suiseki enthusiasts Jim Hayes and Sean Smith. Free.

Annual Orchid Auction
March 7, 11:00 am – 4:30 pm
Administration Building Auditorium
This live auction offers hundreds of orchids from well-known
growers and private collections, including many rare and
unusual varieties. Entertaining and beneficial for beginners
as well as serious collectors. Sponsored by The National
Capital Orchid Society. Preview begins at 10:00 am. Free.

Environmental Film Festival
March 18, 7:00 – 8:30 pm
Administration Building Auditorium
“Aigoual, la Forêt Retrouvée”—This film tells the story of
the incredible reforestation of a mountain in France whose
forests were devastated by misuse in the late 1800s. Two
men devoted their lives to the cause, facing many chal-
lenges which were remarkably similar to those of today.
The film gives a vivid picture of an exceptional pro-nature
fight that is nowadays more urgent than ever. Deborah
Gangloff, Executive Director of American Forests, will dis-
cuss the film and answer questions. Light reception follow-
ing. Presented as part of the Environmental Film Festival
in the Nation’s Capital. Free. Registration required.

Lahr Native Plant Symposium and Plant Sale
March 28, 8:30 am – 3:30 pm
Arboretum grounds and Auditorium
This year’s symposium, “Native Plants: In Design” features
an exciting group of speakers who will present an array of
topics related to designing landscapes with native plants.
The annual FONA Native Plant Sale will run concurrently,
featuring a collection of local native plant nurseries offer-
ing an extensive selection of plants. Fee $85 ($68 FONA
members; includes lunch). Registration required.

Three Ways to Register
1. Pay online with a credit card

From the Arboretum home page,
www.usna.usda.gov, click on “Events &
Education,” then “Registration Forms.” We are
unable to take credit card payment over the
phone. Please call 202-245-4521 if you need help
with the online registration.

2. Pay with a check
From the Arboretum home page,
www.usna.usda.gov, download a registration
form. Click “Events & Education,” then
“Registration Forms.”

3. Register for free programs
Call 202-245-4521 to register by phone, or use
one of the methods above, omitting the payment.

Note: Registration is required for free programs only
when specified.
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Join the Arboretum Heritage Society
and Make our Garden Grow

A
ll of those who love the
Arboretum have one trait
in common; they care
about it passionately.
Memories and images

run deep. Some people remember
trips taken long ago to see the beauti-
ful azaleas. Others come regularly to
the Arboretum to bike or walk with
family and friends. Still others like to
find a secluded bench to enjoy the
stillness and take in the magnificent
gardens as the hectic world outside
the gates fades away. Many people
have never visited the grounds, but
know the U.S. National Arboretum as
a research facility where cutting-edge
plant breeding has occurred for
decades, bringing about hardier
plants that are more resistant to
drought, cold, and pests. The acres of
cherry trees and azaleas bred here are
a small example of the type of work
that has transformed the yards of
homes all over the country.

Passionate as one may be,

resources are sometimes not immedi-
ately available to fund a significant
gift to the Arboretum that can ensure
its many treasures will be here for
generations to come. Several gener-
ous donors who share this commit-
ment and deep-rooted belief in the
work of the National Arboretum
have chosen to leave living legacies
through bequests. They felt their
future desires for the Arboretum were
too important to leave to chance, so
they let FONA know of their inten-
tions during their lifetimes when they
became members of the Arboretum
Heritage Society.

Here are some examples of possi-
bilities brought to life, thanks to
bequests made by members of the
Arboretum Heritage Society:

• The first half of the new
Flowering Tree Walk was con-
structed around the core collec-
tions of the Arboretum and was
made possible, in part, by a

bequest from Mrs. Rosalie Koch as
a memorial to her late husband.

• A legacy trust for Asian Valley
was funded by an anonymous
donor through her estate. The
gift also launched a horticultural
student endowment fund.

• Post-doctoral internships in the
U.S. National Arboretum
Herbarium will be made possi-
ble by the estate of Dr. Frederick
Meyer.

Large or small, bequests can have
a lasting impact on the future of this
treasure we all know as our National
Arboretum. The process for making
such a gift can be as simple as having
your attorney draft a short codicil to
your will. Please let FONA know of
your intentions so that we can recog-
nize you as a valued member of the
Arboretum Heritage Society. For assis-
tance, please contact Jane Herbert,
Director of Development, at 202-544-
8733 or jherbert@fona.org.

by Jane Herbert, Director of Development

THE ARBORETUM
HERITAGE
SOCIETY

CONTRIBUTORS OF SPECIAL

PLANNED GIFTS TO THE FRIENDS

OF THE NATIONAL ARBORETUM

ANONYMOUS (1)

SARAH S. BOASBERG

NANCY P. BREWSTER

MARGERY H. CRANE

NANCY H. IRELAND

MRS. ROSALIE M. KOCH

DR. FREDERICK MEYER

Please forgive any omissions to this
list. Contact Jane Herbert at 202-
544-8733 to correct our records.
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$100,000+
HSBC in the Community (USA) Inc.

$20,000–$49,999
Bartlett Tree Experts
The Morris and Gwendolyn 

Cafritz Foundation
Clark-Winchcole Foundation
Consumer Health Foundation
Lockheed Martin Corporation
Marpat Foundation, Inc.
The J. Willard and Alice S. 

Marriott Foundation
SAP Charitable Fund

$10,000–$19,999
Abravanel - Bowles Wealth 

Management
Betty and Alexander Boyle
Commonweal Foundation
Cox Enterprises, Inc.
Louisa Duemling
Kraft Foods

$5,000–$9,999
American Beverage Association
American Nursery and 

Landscape Association
Avascent Group
Barr Pharmaceuticals
Community Foundation for the 

National Capital Region
CSX Corporation
DaVita Inc.
General Dynamics
HSBC North America
Kellogg Company
Geoffrey and Terry Lewis
Mayer, Brown, Rowe & Maw LLP
Mary Eugenia and Theodore Myer
News Corporation
Reynolds American Inc.
UST Public Affairs Inc.
VeriSign Inc.
Weissberg Foundation
Woman’s National Farm & 

Garden Association, Inc.

$1,000–$4,999
Herschel and Anne Abbott
Acorn Garden Club
American Express
American Forest & Paper
Association
AT&T
Jeff Barr
Robert and Kate Bartlett
Renato and Bina Beghe
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
Sally and Tersh Boasberg
James Bodner and 

Victoria Greenfield

Deborah Bowles
Nancy and Andre Brewster
Nancy and John Bryson
Robert Cashdollar
Chrysler LLC
Lynne Church and Jim Skiles 
Diana Clagett
Clark & Weinstock
Clark Hill PLC
CMS Energy
Jeanne Connelly and Martin Scherr 
Con-Way, Inc.
Croplife America/RISE
The Arthur Vining Davis 

Foundation
DLA Piper US LLP
Cal and Linda Dooley
DTE Energy
Dykema Gossett PLLC
Evergreen Garden Club
Exxon Mobil Corporation
Ford Motor Company
The Honorable and Mrs. Rodney 

Frelinghuysen
General Motors
William and Margaret Greer
Mary Gundlach
Heritage Seedlings, Inc.
Sherrill Houghton
William Inglee and Jane Madden 
International Dairy 

Foods Association
International Paper
Cameron Winfield Knight and 

Vincent Griski 
Suzanne Kuser
Janet Lanman
Carolyn Long
Microsoft Corporation
Hank and Kathy Moore
Betty and Dean Mosher
National Association of
Manufacturers
National Capital Area 

Garden Clubs
Jill and Finn Neilsen
New Scotland Garden Club
Shirley and Frank Nicolai
Peabody Energy Corporation
Pepco Holdings, Inc.
Perennial Garden Club
Woodruff Price
Charles and Phyllis Rumbarger
Schramm, Williams & 

Associates, Inc.
Barbara and James Shea
Nancy and Robert Shoemaker
Joann Smith
Stanton Park Group
Sugar Cane Growers 

Cooperative of Florida
Aileen and Russell Train

Theodore Van der Meid
Verizon Communications
Tuckie and Don Westfall
Wiley Rein, LLP
Alexandra Wilson and Robert Pettit 

$500–$999
Frederic and Marion Ballard
William Bode and Beverly Berger
I. Burden
Combined Federal Campaign of the 

National Capital Area
Edmund Cronin
Frank Daspit and Nell Hennessy
Delray Plants Co.
Christopher and Kyra Detmer
Michael Dineen
Rebecca and Alan Dye
Pamela and Thomas Eilenberg
Thomas and Brooke Fink
Freeport-McMoRan Copper & 

Gold Foundation
Richard Glaze
John Sward Gleiber
Doreen Hamilton
Cynthia Helms
Joseph Henderson
Jane Herbert
Historical Society of 

Washington D.C.
Nancy and Andrew Ireland
Elizabeth Kuhl
Sharon Lavallee and Michael Young 
John and Caroline Macomber
Marathon Oil Corporation
Bill Matuszeski and Mary Proctor 
Dawn McCail and Gail Williams
Claire McCarthy and 

Roderick McKelvie
John and Marchal Meenan
Jainel Morris
Janet Nuzum and John Ziolkowski 
Maureen Orth
Joseph Schuster
Fay Sharer
Linda Strachan
Paul and Jody Sweet
Lane Taylor
Patrick Tribe and Marda Robillard
University of Pennsylvania
Jennifer Urquhart and 

Mike Edwards 
Edwin and Kathe Williamson

$100–$499
AARP
Elizabeth Scott Adams
James Adams
James and Marjorie Akins
All Hallows Guild
Stephen Ash
Frances Atkeson

Allan and Shirley Baker
David Baker
Suzanne and Vincent Bakshian
Lisa and Andrew Baldus
Victor and Patricia Basili
Jack and Anne Baur
Patricia and Harold Belcher
Margaret Bennett
Birch, Horton, Bittner 

and Cherot, P.C.
Arthur Birney
Jane and William Blair
Mary Blakeslee and Laszlo Bockh
Peter Blau
Nancy Bliss
Roger Block
Daniel and Anne Bookin
Arnold and Margaret Bossi
Michael Boyd
Michael and Burgess Bradshaw
Ann Bratthauer
Sally and William Brierre
Naomi and Harold Brodsky
Brookside Gardens Chapter, ASA
Betty Brown
Jerry Brown
Lois Brummitt
Katherine and Richard Bull
Marion and Charles Burton
Helen and Edgar Butt
Ignacio Cabrera
Mary-Mack Callahan
J. Elizabeth Callison
Stephen Campbell
Capitol Hill Garden Club
Stephanie Carter
Thomas and Carol Carter
Elizabeth Castaldi
Richard Cecka
Doris Celarier
Joan and David Challinor
Al Chambers
Mary Chor and Bernard Slosberg 
Patricia Cinelli
William and Laurie Clark
Linda and Harley Cleveland
Adam and Ann Clymer
John Cochran
Sonia and Robert Conly
Kyle Courtney
Emily Crandall
James Cromwell
Thomas Crowell
Beverly and Angel Cruz
Michele Zavos and Ellen Cull
John and Terry Dammann
Stephen and Maygene Daniels
Philip Davis
Linda and John Derrick
Nancy Desmond
Christopher Dewer and 

Daphne Fuentevilla

FONA Thanks Its Donors

F
ONA is grateful to its many donors for making possible the funding
of projects at the US National Arboretum totaling more than
$385,000 in 2008. Without the support of these generous individu-
als, foundations, and corporations, none of this would be possible.

We look forward to providing even more support for our nation’s
Arboretum in 2009 with your help. Many thanks…



Arbor Friends • WINTER 2009

11

Teresa Donovan
Jean Wallace Douglas
Doyle Farm Nursery
Mary Draper and Jeffrey Feltman
Robert Drechsler
John and Carol Duff
Elizabeth Dugan
James and Peggy-Ann Duke
Diana and Weaver Dunnan
Mariana Durbin
Jane Earley
Rocky Ebener
Seth and Marion Eisen
John Eliot
Sara Ewing and Philip J. Davis 
Robert and Audrey Faden
Denise Ferguson
Aurelius and Janet Fernandez
Clinton and Elaine Fields
Charles and Linda Findlay
Charles Flickner and 

Christine Wegman 
Mary and H. Thomas Foley
Florence Fowlkes
Yvette Freeman
Rebecca Frischkorn
Judith Gallagher
Garden Club of Montclair
Janet Garrison and Brian Miller 
A. Michael Gellman
T.E. and Julie Gingrich
John Glaze
Ian and Kay Glenday
Elizabeth Goodman
The Honorable and Mrs. Porter Goss
Christina Grady
Stephen and Eleanor Granger
Cynthia Greene
Lena Greene
Nelse Greenway
James Gregg
Jeanne Gregor
George and Christina Griffin
Guilford Horticultural Society
Bruce Guthrie
Roberta Gutman
Whayne and Sandy Haffler
Karla Hahn
Suzanne Hain and George Dellenger
Marguerite Haley
Carter Hall
Lee and Nancy Hamilton
Thomas and Geraldine Hamilton
Richard and Freddi Hammerschlag
Joyce and Henry Harris
Harry H. Farr & Company
Virginia Haufler
Arnie Havens
Janice and J. Kristin Hedges
Randy Hefner
Kathaleen Hempstone
Joseph and Sonia Herson
Scott and Ann Heuer
Richard and Kathleen Hobson
John and Ingola Hodges
Kathy Horan
Horticultural Society of 

Maryland, Inc.
Ann Humphrey and George Dudley 
William Humphrey
Michael Hussbaum
Helen Ingalls and Susan Gutchess 
Michael Jones
Audrey and Sheldon Katz
Perrin and Max Keeler

Joan and Francis Keenan
Thomas and Erna Kerst
Candy Kessel
Grace Kimm
Ligeia and Fontaine Kindler
Stephen and Mary Kitchen
Kollar Environmental Associates 

and Nursery
Anne Kuntzleman
Marce LaFollette
Margery Landeryou
Landscape Design Council
Margaret Lanier
Henri Leclerc
Nikolaus and Judith Leggett
Michael and Joan Lemp
Paige Lescure
Daniel Leubecker
Elizabeth Ley and Edward Balinsky 
Diane and Bill Liebman
Lincoln Financial Foundation
Roy Lindquist
Lindsay Construction Group, Inc.
Sheila and Earl Lindveit
Lloyd E. Mitchell Foundation Trust
James and Elizabeth Lowe
Douglas Lowenstein
Lower Marlboro Nursery
Penelope Ludwig
William Idler and Joan Lunney
David and Verna MacDonald
Hugh and Kimberly-Nora 

Macdonald
Mary Malaspina
Timothy Ernst and Grace Manubay
Marcia Marks
Maryland Native Plant Society
Marjorie and Arthur Maryott
David and Judith Mauriello
Geoff Maxson
Claire McDonald
Albert Thomas and Marie McGlone
C.W. and Marilyn McMillion
Forman Meachem
William Mechling
Anita Menghetti
Martha and Richard Meserve
Maria Teresa Meyer
Edward Miller
Michael Miller
Caroline Mindel
Eloise Molock
John Monahan  and Annie Burns 
Melissa Moss and Jonathan Silver 
C.R. and Lucinda Mullet
Roy and Gillian Myers
Kirk and Margit Nahra
David and Peggy Nalle
Clay Nettles
Franklin Nickerson
Rose Norseth
Diane Nowak-Waring
Elizabeth Noyes
Robert Oaks
Rindy and Frank O’Brien
Yolanda and James Oertel
Elaine and William Offutt
Merlilee Janssen and David Oldfield
Glenna and David Osnos
Tara O’Toole
Elin Parker
Michael and Barbara Pate
Richard Pearson
Vreni Peters

The Honorable Thomas 
and Anne Petri

Ruth Pontius
Bonnie and John Priebe
Walter Quetsch
Lowell Randel
Edward and Elizabeth Rea
Tim Renew
Rhodeside & Harwell, Inc.
Dennis Rice
Anna Rinick
Mary Rob
J. Bernard Robinson
Frederick and Molly Rolandi
Cynthia Roscoe
William Roth
Kimberly Rush Lynch
Susan Sala
Donald and Connie Santarelli
John Sargent
William Sawyer
J. Andrew and Pamela Scallan
John and Edith Schafer
Nancy Williams and 

Robert Schramm
Ann Seeger
Rita Shan
Abby Siegel
Kathryn Smith
Francesca Smoot
Douglas Soule
Gail Spane
Penni St. Hilaire and 

Tommy Tomlinson 
Elizabeth Stein
Eric Steiner
Robert and Jo Ann Stenstrom
David and Julia Stephenson
Robert Stillman
Brooke Stroud
Celeste Szewczyk
Patricia Taylor
Robert and Bonnie Temple
Judith Boyd Terjen
Councilmember Harry Thomas, Jr.
Mary Donnell Tilghman
Ben and Barbara Torreon
Ednajane Truax
Janine Trudeau
Harry and Pat Turse
M. Yoma Ullman
Union Pacific Corporation
Douglas Varley and Christine Freidel 
Mark and Maria Velleca
Verizon Foundation
Laura Violand
Laurelie Wallace
Lysandra Wallen
William Walmsley
Charles Walston
Thomas Welsh
Alison Westfall
Peter and Amy White
Robert White and 

Gaither Smoot Deaton 
Audrie and Ronald Whitney
Rolla and Opal Wilhite
Craig Williams
Howard and Elsa Williams
James and Marylou Williamson
Anne Wilson
Linda Wilson
William and Olga Witting
Alem WoldeHawariat and
Hilletework Mathias 

Kenneth and Dorothy Woodcock
Julia Young
John Zentay
William and Claire Zinkham

Under $100
Barry Abel
Polly Agee
Roberta Albert and Joseph Keating 
Brooke Alexander and Robert Brown 
Alberto and Jenny Aley
Steve and Elizabeth Allenbach
Rose Allison
Sonia Alteri
Ross Altman
Mary and C. Douglass Alves
William and Susan Jones Amari
Ana Fontao Anderson
Elizabeth Anderson
Ellen Anderson
Stephen and Laurie Anderson
Barbara Angstadt
Angela Anniballi
Phillip Antweiler and 

Kathleen Brahney
Charlie Armstrong
Thomas and Patsy Army
Joan Atherton
Stephen Babcock
Elizabeth Bacon and Jason Freihage 
Katherine Baer
Emily Bair
Tom Baks
Dale Balfour
Russell Balge
Margaret Ballard
Maria and Susan Barañano
David and Livia Bardin
Susan Barker
Steven Barringer
Valerie Bartrush
Carol and William Batten
Carrie Beall
Kathryn Bechtold
Jodi Beder
Wendy Bell
Robert Benenson
Steve Benner and Kenzie Preston 
David Bergendorf
Jane Berger
Margit Bergquist-Tracy
Antoinette Betschart
Wendy Blair
Thomas and Susan Blake
Felicity Blandford
Lewis Bloch
Judith Blohm
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FONA Donors …
Steve Bossi
John Boswell
Connie Bowers
Lisa Bowers
James Bowie
Danielle Brabazon
Diane Brockett
Christopher Brodie
Anne Brooks
Richard and Maud Brown
Regina Brzozowski
Alejandro and Linda Bueno
Susan and Peter Burgess
Joe Buriel and Dave Roeder 
Susan Burrows
Dodie Butler
Gary and Lanai Butler
David and Janie Byers
Joan Caivano and Eileen Kessler 
Bruce Calvin
Miriam Cameron
Michael and Judith Canning
Ann Caracristi
John and Edythe Cardon
Len Carey
Linda Carlson
Catherine Carr
Kathleen Carter
Versel and Irene Case
Eleanor Cassilly
Patricia Cauley
Carol Cavanaugh
Margaret Chanin
Edward and Jeanette Chesky
Roberta Chew
Mary Childress
Patrick Ciarleglio
Virginia Clagett
Julia and Eugene Clark
Kristi Clements
Robin Cleveland
John Cloud
Sharon Cochran and Lea Mesner 
Bonnie Coe
Eva and Dick Coffman
William and Margaret Cohen
Donald Cohn
Arlene Conner
Marian Connolly
Leslie Conover
Christopher Copetas
Mary Corley
Kathleen Cornell
Hanne and Frank Correl
Dia Costello
Helen Cox
Jacqueline Cragg
Denis and Rilla Crane
Susan Crawford
Katharine Creane

Betsy Crone
Meredith and Tim Cross
Rhonda Dahlkemper
Steve Daigler
Clarence and Constance Dalpra
Joel and Jessica Daly
Linda Daniel
Robert Daniels
Cynthia Davies
Rose Ann Davis
Mary Ellen Dawley
John and Linda Deatrick
Marion DeGroff
Sabrina Delgado-Arias
Ellen Denker
Andrew DePrete
Norma Diehl
William and Inez Dinwoodie
Mary Ditto
Ann Dixon
Donna Doering
Josephine and Joseph Doherty
Thomas and Becky Donegan
Deborah Dougherty
Annette Douglas
Wendy Drake
Sheila Draper
Robert Dreschler
Linda Drew
Patricia Driscoll
Marie Drissel
Michael Ducody
Charles and Lydia Duff
Duke Energy Foundation
Stephanie Duncan
Georgia Eackers
Farleigh Earhart
Ralph Earle
Sarah and Anthony Efremoff
Barry Eigen and Kathleen Nolan 
Matthaeus Elke
Anne Elsbree
Environmental Concern Inc.
Ann Erdman
Theodore and Darlene Erickson
Gregory Evans
Florence Everts
Lydia-Jane Failing
Ruth Fairchild
Sandy Farber
Michael Faubion
Dana Faulkner
Jane Faulman
Harvey Feldman and Laura
Sherman 
Christine and Walter Fennell
Jeff Findley
Jamie Fine
Essex and Rosa Finney
Ann Fitzgerald

Mary Ann Fitzgerald
William and Lynne Fitzhugh
Linda Flury
Roger and Darcy Foley
Joseph Ford
Joshua Forgotson
Four Seasons Garden Club
Frank Fox
John and Barbara Franklin
Cynthia Fraser
David and Sophie Frederickson
Michael and Lynn Freeman
Henry and Melinda Frierson
Kit Gage
Stephen Gale
Joseph Gallagher
Gannett Company Inc.
Karen Gardiner
Betty Garrand
David and Loretta Garrison
Jo Garrison
Andrea Gay
Joan and Robert Gerring
Maram Ghanimeh
Mary Giallorewzi
Martha and Paul Gibian
Joan Giesemann
John Gill
Linda Gill
Bess Gillelan
William and Linda Goldman
Sharon Goodrich
Vera Graham
Alan Gramley
Mary Granahan
Rebecca Grant and Rick Lewis 
Janine Gray
William Grayson
Samuel Gregory
David and Dana Griffith
T. Vincent and Marion Griffith
Richard and Patricia Groves
Rebecca Grubb
Miles Gwyn
Adele Haas and Lillian Gillespie 
Terry Haeger
Annie Hagood
Haider Haider
Rose and Paul Haldemann
Quintina Hampton
Ruth Handelsman
Laura Hanen and Paul Gay 
Anne Hardman
Debra Hardy Havens
Faye Harwell and Charles Beveridge 
William Hash
Susan Hasman
Pamela Haughton-Denniston
Judith Hecht
Sandra Hecker
Susan Hedeler
Paul Henderson
Holice Henrici
Chris Herbstritt
Carol Herwig and George Morgan 
Lindsay Hicks
Nadine Hiers
Linda Hill and Paul J. Steinmetz 
David and Carolyn Hockstein
Michael Hoffman
Josephine Hoge
Eileen Horan
Frank Horlong
Floyd Horn

Horticopia
David and Arabella Horwitz
Pat Howell
Sharon Hsu
Jane Hudson
John and Melinda Hudson
James Hughes
Barbara Humphrys
Carole Hunter
Timothy Hurd
Sydney and Carol Hurlburt
Lawrence Hurley
Debra Hurt
Sarah Hyams and Carla Klevan
Ajowa Ifateyo
Christine Ingle
Frank and Liza Insley
Annalise Jacobsen
Karen Jagielski
Jerry and Cindi Jansohn
Wanda Jarmon
Barbara Jazzo
Michael Jensen
Bonnie Johnson
Joseph Johnson
Pat and Lee Johnson
Polly Jones
Richard Jones
Thomas Jones
Julia Jorczak
Peter Judkins and Alicia Saia 
Judith Karpen
Ralph and Virginia Kass
Margaret and Lon Kauder
Susan Keller
Lisa Kelley
Betty Kelly
Hughie and Mary Grace Kelly
Karen Kelly
Catherine Kennedy
Christopher and Bridget Kennedy
Mary Lou Kenny
Howard Kent
Mary Kilbourne
Katherine Kilduff
Liz King and Stephanie Aduso 
Rita Kirschler
Toni and Jordan Kislear
John Klinovsky
Erasmus Helm Kloman
Walter and Elisabeth Knauff
Carolyn Casey and David Kneipp
Lynn Koch
Thomas Kodiak
Sue Kohler
Joan Koven
Margie Kreitzer
Sarah Kurtz
Jeannette Kwok
Katherine Lambert
Landscape Projects, Inc.
Sandra and David Lange
Helena Lanyi
Dawn Leaf
Christy Leavitt and Ivan Frishberg
Linda Lee
Michael and Chandra Lee
Susan Lee and Bowen Garrett 
Jessica Lehman
David and Beatrice Leibson
Barbara Leighner
Amanda Leiter
James Lemert
Lorraine and Donald Leonard
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Diane Letourneau
Ronald Leve
Virginia Levin
Andrea and Steven Levy
Mary Lewis
Mary and Joseph Lewis
Susan Lewis-Somers
Chris Lidy
Julina Liefer
Wes and Laura Lindamood
Robert Lindsay
Little Farms Garden Club of
Potomac
Gene Lodge
Adrian and Sandra Loftin
Dan Logan
Patricia Logan and John Gregory
Smith
Scott Long
Ellen Look
Wayne and Sonja Lowman
Brian Lund
Ann and James Lunson
Nancy Luria
Margaret Lynn
Karen Lyon
Linda Mabbs
Terrence Macfarlane
Kenneth MacPhail
Donna MacPherson
Betsy Madden and Jim Kerkoff
Debra Mahone
Kieca Mahoney and Matthew
Dingee 
Wendy and Christopher Makins
Christine and Robert Malesky
Chris Malone
Frank and Elizabeth Malone
Bonnie Maltby
Manassas Garden Club
Ida May Mantel
Arna Margolis
Charles and Barbara Marks
Pearl Marks
Joan Marsh
Randolph Marshall
Gordon and Lynette Marten
Ellen Martin
Michael Martin
Margaret Masters
Elizabeth Matarese
Jacquette Mathewson
Darya Mattes
Emilie McBride
Anne McCloskey
Paul McCloskey
Frances McClure
Kenneth McDonald
Melissa McElhenny Fife
Judith McGuire
Heather McIntire
William McIntosh
Linda and Jeffrey McIntyre
Sarah McQuillan
Robert Mecklenburg
Sean Beeny and Ann Medinger
Tim Medley
The Meers Family
Reg and Blanche Meeson
Mary Mehring
Michael Merschat
Anke Meyer
Jane and Ted Michalek
Robert Miller
Tom and Debbie Miller

William and Janet Miller
William and Suzanne Miller
Ed Mills
Jessica Milstead
Nancy Minkoff
Susan Modine
Betty Monkman
Elizabeth Moore
Jo Ann Moore and Martin Holmer 
Virginia Moore
Sylvia Moraes
Sheila Morgenslern
Karen Morgenstern
Elizabeth Morley
David Morris
Marcia Morris
Marion Morris
Vincent Morris
David and Beverly Morse
Michael Morton and Deborah
Spalding 
Mark Moscato and Donald Selkirk 
Jeffrey and Marsha Moulton
Judy Moy
Ann Muecke
Patrick Mullen
Lisa Mundy
Chris Murphy
Bruce and Natalie Murray
Edward Murray
Maria Nawar
Ursula and Allen Neely
Barbara Neuwirth
Patricia Newkirk
William Newlin
Doan Nguyen
Fred Nicely
Marlene Nicholson
Mary Nissley
Lois Noonan
Alice Norris
Anne Nourse
Tiffany Nuckols
Hubert and Ellen O’Bannon
Donald and Patricia Oberpriller
Justice Sandra Day and John
O’Connor
Curtis Oden
Steven and Robin Oder
Daniel O’Leary
Elizabeth Olson
Nina Olson
Susan Olson
Denis and Joan O’Toole
Andrea Ottesen
Carole Ottessen
Mary Beth and Robert Otto
Richard Ottone
Toni Oyler
Nancy Padgett
Henry and Virginia Paige
Scott Palmer
Jo Paoletti
Jerome and Mary Park
Bruce Grefrath and Susan Parker
Peter and Linda Parshall
Stephanie Partridge
Diane Pavek
George and Joyce Pazianos
Mike and Katrina Peller
Perilli Landscaping Inc.
Margery Perko
Geoffrey Peterson
Lee Petty
Laura Phelps

Barbara Pincus
Bernice and Frederick Pivarnik
Plant Delights Nursery, Inc.
Christopher Polhaus
James Politte
Donald Pommer
Beth Porter
Andrea Powell
Carol Power
Nancy Pressly
Judy Promisel
Quantico Officers Wives Garden
Club
David Rabin
Donna Raimondi
Sylvia Rampini-Huestis
Suzanne Ray
Anita Rayner
Jo Ann Read
Jeanne Reardon
Helen Reed
Rondalyn Reeser
Patricia and Theodore Reuther
Dennis Reynolds
Margie Richards
Christine Riedel and Cary Boshamer 
Samuel Riley
Gary and Barbara Roberts
Cynthia Robinson
Janessa Robinson
Constance Roellig
Linda Rogers
Mittie Rooney
Alison Rose
M. Geri and Thomas Rosen
Eugene and Shirley Rosenfield
Laurie Ross
Alan Rudan and Angela Domanico 
Meriwether Rumrill
H. Clinton Ruoff
John Rusciolelli and Katharine
Huffman 
Bruce and Shannon Russell
Sue Russell
Shiuko Sakai
Orwin and Emily Salger
Sarah Salomon
Sean Sands
Robert and Susan Sawyer
Mark Schaefer
Nancy Scherer
Ann Schieding
David and Alice Schlessinger
Susan Boyd and Bruce Schmid
James Schmitt
Jessica Schweiger
Anne Schwerner
Sharon Seffrood and Eric Stanchfield 
Jo Ann and Kenneth Sellers
Margot Semler
Marilyn Shaikh
Ken Shapiro
Deborah Sharek
Connie Sharp
Kathryn and Steven Shea
Tammy Shelton
Lily Shen
Anne and Karl Shipps
John Showalter
Janet Shriver
George Shuttic
Sidney and Jean Silber
Michael Sitar
Mary Sjoquist
Roger Slakey

Whitney and Courtney Slater
Albert and Shirley Small
Dean Smith
Greg Smith
H. Jane Smith
Judith Smith
Nancy Smith
Leigh and Edwin Snider
Francis and Anne Snodgrass
William and Mary Snyder
Karen Sondak
Julie and Raina Spears-Karasz
Rosalind Spells
Ellen and David Spencer
Paul Speyser
Sue Spicer
Richard and Maria Spida
Lisa Sprague
Susan Sprenke
George Staehle
Barry and Joan Stahl
E. Jeffrey Stann
Mary Stead
Adam Steckel
Travis Steen
Ann Stein
James and Kathryn Stein
Juli and Jeff Stensland
Guy and Margaret Steuart
Mary Stevenson
Erica and Lance Stewart
Carolyn Stiener
Patricia Stocks
Joan and Peter Stogis
Sarah Stokes Hatch
Andrea Stone
Dewitt and Carolyn Stone
Joan Strand
Sarah Strickler
Leslie Strothers
Janet Stypula
Moira Sucharov
Katherine Sumner
Katharine Svenson
Stephen and Carolyn Swan Mack
Elizabeth Sweet
Lorena Swepston
Crystal Sylvia
Karyn Tabor
Christophe Tai
Takoma Horticultural Club
Erwin Tan
Hallie Tarpley
Judy Tate
Ruth Tate
Betty Taylor
William Taylor
James and Lee Ann Tegtmeier
Anne Terborgh
Jim and Margaret Thomas
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Anthony Thompson
Judy Thompson
Nichola Thompson
Germaine Timmermans
Sandra Totten
Diane Trice
Elizabeth Trimble
Lynn Tsao
David and Shirley Tucker
Tim Tunner
Stephanie Turner
Roseanna Tyksinski
Meredith Upchurch
Henry and Catherine 

Van Haelewyn
Charise Van Liew
Lee Van Wychen
Asha Vardan
Cynthia Vaughn
Jane and G. Duane Veith
Margaret Vining
Virginia Nursery & 

Landscape Association
The Vo Family
Donald Voss
Bava Wadhwa
Kelley Wagner
Lina Walker
Martha Wallace
Patrick Walsh
Sara Walters
Beverly Ward
Heather Ware
Jack and Debbie Warner
Barbara Washburn
Betsy Washington
Joan Wathen
Susan Webber
Beth Weese
Abigail Weiner
Jack and Kathryn Wells
Judith Werner
George Westry
Dorothy Wexler
John and Valerie Wheeler
Donald White

John White
Virginia White
Denise Whitman
Johan Christian Wildhagen
Grant and Edwina Wilinski
Henry Wilkins
Andrew and Patricia Williams
Ann Williams and Peter Wyatt
Christiane Williams
Earl Williams
John and Janet Williams
Stuart Williger
Jane Wilson
Mary Wilson
N. Robin Wilson
Walter Winslow
Kathleen Winter
Lea Wolf
Douglas Wolters and 

Coriolana Simon 
Lisa and Charles Wood
Bruce and Sandy Woodcock
Richard and Estelle Woodcock
Carolyn and William Work
Donald Worley
Rebecca and Tim Wynne
Amanda Yanasak
Peggy Yen
Regina Yin
Andrew Zamoyski
Michael Zeldin
Delores Ziegler
Karen Zill

In-Kind
Annie’s Inc.
Bagel Place
Better Made Potato Chips
Scott Binnings
The Brickman Group
Toni Burnham
Busboys & Poets Coffeehouse
CakeLove
Verna Cavanaugh
Dawn Cermak
Deidra Champagne

Classic Tents, Inc.
Dove Coggeshall
Delphi
Down Dog Yoga
Drink More Water
Harold Durham
Garden District
Gifford’s Ice Cream & 

Candy Co.
Sue Golden
Carla Hall (Alchemy Caterers)
Judith Holt
HSBC North America
Robert Joselow
Susan Kakesako
Kathleen Ledvina
Literacy Worldwide Foundation
Maggie Moo’s Ice Cream 

and Treatery
Lynn Magruder
McGruder’s
Metro Run & Walk
Monrovia Nurseries
Pepsi
Bleik Pickett and 

Megan Geissler
Politics & Prose Bookstore
Potomac River Running Store
Premium Distributors
Saunders Hot Fudge
Jeanne Shen
Richard and Pamela Smith
Sticky Fingers Bakery
Tryst Coffeehouse
UST Public Affairs, Inc.
Linda Waldhuber
Pamela Warfield and 

James Higbie 
Washington Performing 

Arts Society
The Washington Times
Barry White
Whole Foods
Nora Wixon
York Florist

FONA Donors …

This list reflects gifts received as of January 8, 2009. We apologize for any error. 
Please contact Jane Herbert to correct our records at JHerbert@fona.org or 202-544-8733

We’re excited to announce a new
radio campaign highlighting the
U.S. National Arboretum. Three

spots have already aired on NPR station
WAMU-FM 88.5 and on Classical WETA-FM
90.9. Listen for more in the upcoming
months on those same stations! The radio
campaign was developed by the Marketing
Alliance for the National Arboretum (the
new marketing initiative funded by FONA),
the National Bonsai Foundation, the
Barbara Hall Marshall Advisory Fund, and
SharCon Management. The purpose of the
Marketing Alliance is to increase the
Arboretum’s visibility, impact, and connec-
tion with its audiences.

New
Arboretum
Radio
Campaign

we should probably be happy if any-
thing grows,” he added wryly.
Arborists might reconsider trees tra-
ditionally thought of as pests, such
as the Norway maple (Acer pla-
tanoides) and the ailanthus, or tree of
heaven as it’s sometimes called
(Ailanthus altissima, as in “very
high”), if noninvasive forms can be
developed. Ailanthus is dioecious
(i.e., individual trees are either male
or female, and both are needed to
produce seed), so a small, sterile
male tree might be suitable in tree
boxes. “The tree is a pernicious
invader of roadsides and elsewhere.
I’ve seen them all over the world and
the United States, but interestingly,
the trees are not scorned in
England,” he noted.

Happily, nature in all its diversi-
ty and adaptability will ensure that
despite the odds, we will continue to
have street trees in our cities. And
chances are, they will be even more
diverse and hardy, thanks in part to
work done at our own National
Arboretum.

Street Trees …
from page 2

RICHARD T. OLSEN. PHOTO BY

HANNAH JAYANTI.
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Members Only Day – April 24, 2009
Open to the Public – April 25, 2009

Mark the Dates on Your Calendar

FONA Plant Sale & Garden Fair

by Charlie Flickner, Garden Fair Committee

W
ashington Metro
area gardeners
will have a unique
opportunity to
purchase a broad

range of hard-to-find plants directly
from growers at this year’s FONA
Garden Fair on April 24 and 25.
There will also be a collection of
quality plants for sale at the FONA
plant tent that have been selected by
two of our most knowledgeable
FONA Board members. Look for a list
of plants in the next issue.

While many of us await the mid-
winter hellebore display in our own
gardens, we are especially pleased to
announce that Pine Knot Farms from
Clarksville, Virginia, has agreed to
join us at the Garden Fair and offer a
world-class collection of hellebores
and the best new cultivars on the
market. Check out their Web site:
www.pineknotfarms.com.

FONA members will also find

exceptional selections of Japanese
maples offered by Cedar Creek Farm
and Eastwood Nurseries and unique
offerings from the Carnivorous Plant
Nursery. For the third year, Nature By
Design will attend and will bring a
wonderful group of native trees and
shrubs. Our next newsletter will
include a list of other quality plant
vendors who have agreed to attend.

Almost all of our other tradition-
al vendors and plant societies are
expected to return for Garden Fair
2009. Our long-time colleagues at
the Potomac Unit of the National
Herb Society will be in their usual
location, and the Camellia Society of
the Potomac Valley is rejoining the
Garden Fair for the first time in sev-
eral years. Michael J. Osborne Books
is back, too.

Because FONA is increasing the
number of plant vendors this year,
we are limiting the number of plants
ordered and sold by FONA volun-

The sale of gently used 
gardening and landscape
design books and containers of
all sorts—vases, pots, bowls,
and cups—makes a surprising
amount of money for FONA. We
welcome your donations! Seize
this opportunity to clear your
shelves and recycle to support a
good cause. Bring to the FONA
office or call Mary Gene Myer
at 202-333-1196 for pickup.

teers. The Garden Fair couldn’t take
place without the hard work of
dozens of volunteers, some of whom
travel dozens of miles and stay
overnight to help. We’ll need all of
you again this year, but our require-
ments will be somewhat different.
FONA will be in touch with returning
volunteers as the new structure of
Garden Fair 2009 is finalized. If you
haven’t volunteered before, it’s a lot
of fun. Contact Hannah Jayanti at
the FONA office (202-544-8733) if
you are available, especially during
the setup days of April 22–23.



Make plans now to gather with
friends as we raise funds to support

our U.S. National Arboretum and celebrate
our neighbor, the Great State of Maryland.

For more information go to www.fona.org
or call Jane Herbert at 202-544-8733.
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Save the Date!  June 9, 2009

The Great Arboretum Cookout

Articles, photos, and questions regarding Arbor Friends should be sent to the FONA office: khoran@fona.org
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